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Prose – 1  

THE PORTRAIT OF A LADY  

(xU ngz;kzpapd; Xtpak;)  
Khushwant Singh 

 

 

 
Nuclear family: 

 A typical nuclear family consists of a 

husband, a wife, and a couple of 

children. The number of members is 

very few in a nuclear family. 

 
Joint family: 

In Joint family system, the number of dependents living under the 

roof is much larger. It may include grandparents, married brothers, 

sisters, wives of sons, grandsons, granddaughters, other dependents 

and relatives along with a husband, a wife, and a couple of children. 
 

Here is a story that brings out the bond between the author and his loving grandmother. 
,e;jf; fij MrphpaUf;Fk;> mtUila md;ghd ghl;bf;Fk; ,ilapyhd md;ig ntspg;gLj;JfpwJ. 

My grandmother, like 

everybody’s grandmother, was an old 

woman. She had been old and wrinkled 

for the twenty years that I had known her. 

People said that she had once been young 

and pretty and had even had a husband, 

but that was hard to believe. My 

grandfather’s portrait hung above the 

mantelpiece in the drawing room. He 

wore a big turban and loose-fitting 

clothes. His long, white beard covered the 

best part of his chest and he looked at 

least a hundred years old. He did not look 

the sort of person who would have a wife 

or children. He looked as if he could only 

have lots and lots of grandchildren. As for 

my grandmother being young and pretty, 

the thought was almost revolting. She 

often told us of the games she used to play 

as a child. That seemed quite absurd and 

undignified on her part and we treated it 

like the fables of the Prophets she used to 

tell us.  

vd;Dila ghl;b> vy;NyhUila ghl;biag; NghyNt 
xU tajhd ngz;zhf ,Ue;jhs;. ehd; ,UgJ tUlq;fshf 
mtis Kjpa> mNj RUf;fk; tpOe;j Kfj;JlNd 
mwpe;jpUf;fpNwd;. mts; xU rkaj;jpy; (fhyj;jpy;) 
,sikahfTk; fth;r;rpahfTk; ,Ue;jjhfTk;> NkYk; xU 
fztd; ,Ue;jjhfTk; kf;fs; Ngrpf;nfhz;lhh;fs;. Mdhy; 
mij ek;Gtjw;Ff; fbdkhf ,Ue;jJ. vd;Dila 
jhj;jhtpDila cUtg;glk; tuNtw;giwapy; cs;s xU 
khlj;jpw;F Nky; njhq;fpaJ. mth; xU nghpa jiyg;ghif 
kw;Wk; nghpa jsh;e;j Milfis mzpe;jpUe;jhh;.  mtUila 
ePskhd nts;is jhb mtUila khh;Gg; gFjpia 
kiwj;jpUe;jJ. mtu; Fiwe;jgl;rk; E}W taijf; 
fle;jtuhfNt Njhw;wkspj;jhu;. xU kidtpNah my;yJ 
Foe;ijfNsh ,Uf;fpd;w xU eguhf kl;Lk; mtu; 
Njhd;wtpy;iy. mtu; kpf kpf mjpfkhd Nguf;Foe;ijfs; 
cs;stuhfNt Njhw;wkspj;jhu;. vd;Dila ghl;b 
,sikahfTk; fth;r;rpahfTk; ,Ue;jhu; vd;gJ Vwf;Fiwa 
xU tpUk;gj;jfhj tprakhfNt vdf;Fg; gl;lJ.  mts; xU 
Foe;ijahf jhd; tpisahba tpisahl;Lf;fisg; gw;wp 
vq;fsplk; $Wths;.  mJ KOtJk; mw;gj;jdkhdjhfTk;> 
mtSila epiyf;F nghUj;jkw;wjhfTk; njhpe;jJ. mjid 
mts; vq;fsplk; $Wk;Nghnjy;yhk; mts; tof;fkhf $Wk; 
jPh;f;fjhprpfs; gw;wpa ePjpf;fijfisg; Nghy mijAk; 
epidj;Jf; nfhz;Nlhk;.  

She had always been short and fat 

and slightly bent. Her face was a criss-

cross of wrinkles running from 

everywhere to everywhere.  

mts; vg;nghOJk; Fs;skhfTk;> rw;W Fz;lhfTk;> rw;W 
KJF tise;Jk; fhzg;gl;lhs;.  mtSila Kfj;jpy; ve;j 
,lj;jpypUe;J ve;j ,lj;Jf;Fk; FWf;Fk; neLf;Fkhf 
NfhLfSk; RUf;fq;fSk; mjpfkhf ,Ue;jJ.  
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No, we were certain she had 

always been as we had known her. Old, 

so terribly old that she could not have 

grown older, and had stayed at the same 

age for twenty years. She could never 

have been pretty; but she was always 

beautiful. She hobbled about the house in 

spotless white with one hand resting on 

her waist to balance her stoop and the 

other telling the beads of her rosary. Her 

silver locks were scattered untidily over 

her pale, puckered face, and her lips 

constantly moved in inaudible prayer. 

Yes, she was beautiful. She was like the 

winter landscape in the mountains, an 

expanse of pure white serenity breathing 

peace and contentment. 

ehq;fs; mtis mwpe;jtiu ,J NghyNt mts; vg;nghOJk; 
,Ue;J nfhz;bUe;jhs; vd;gij ehq;fs; cWjpahfr; nrhy;y 
Kbatpy;iy. ve;j msTf;F Nkhrkhd KJik vd;why; 
,jw;FNky; mts; KJik mila KbahJ vd;;gjhy; mNj 
tajpy; fle;j 20 tUlq;fspy; mg;gbNa ,Ue;jhs;. mts; 
xUNghJk; fth;r;rpahf ,Uf;f KbahJ. Mdhy; mts; 
vg;nghOJk; mofhf ,Ue;jhs;. mtSila $dpf;FWfpa 
cliy jhq;Ftjw;fhf mtSila ,Lg;gpy; xU ifia 
itj;Jf; nfhz;L> J}a;ikahd nts;is cilapy; kw;nwhU 
ifahy; mtSila n[gkhiyia cUl;bf;nfhz;Nl mts; 
tPl;by; js;shb jLkhwpagb ele;Jnfhz;bUe;jhs;. 
mtSila nts;sp Nghd;w kapw;fw;iwfs;> mOf;fhf> 
mtSila ntsph;e;j Kfj;jpy; rpjwpfple;jJ.  Kfk; 
RUf;fkhf> mtSila cjLfs; njhlh;r;rpahf ke;jpuk; 
xd;iw KZKZj;Jf; nfhz;Nl ,Ue;jd.  Mk; mts; 
mofhf ,Ue;jhs;.  mts; J}a ntz;ikahd> mikjpahd 
caph; cs;sJNghd;w> kfpo;T+l;Lfpd;w kiyfspy; cs;s 
Fsph;fhy epy mikg;G Nghy; ,Ue;jhs;. 

My grandmother and I were good 

friends. My parents left me with her when 

they went to live in the city and we were 

constantly together. She used to wake me 

up in the morning and get me ready for 

school. She said her morning prayer in a 

monotonous sing-song while she bathed 

and dressed me in the hope that I would 

listen and get to know it by heart; I listened 

because I loved her voice but never 

bothered to learn it. Then she would fetch 

my wooden slate which she had already 

washed and plastered with yellow chalk, a 

tiny earthen ink-pot and a red pen, tie them 

all in a bundle and hand it to me. After a 

breakfast of a thick, stale chapatti with a 

little butter and sugar spread on it, we went 

to school. She carried several stale 

chapattis with her for the village dogs.  

vd;Dila ghl;bAk;> ehDk; ey;y ez;gh;fshf ,Ue;Njhk;. 
vd;Dila ngw;Nwhh;fs; efuj;jpy; trpg;gjw;F nrd;wnghOJ 
mth;fs; vd;id mtSld; tpl;Lr; nrd;whh;fs;. ehq;fs; 
vg;NghJk; njhlu;r;rpahf xd;whf ,Ue;Njhk;.  mts; tof;fkhf 
vd;idf; fhiyap;y; vOg;gptpl;L gs;sp nry;y vd;id 
jahh;gLj;Jths;.  vd;id Fspg;ghl;Lk;nghOJk; cil 
mzptpf;Fk;NghJk; rypg;g+l;Lfpw mtSila fhiy Neu 
gpuhh;j;jidg; ghliy> ehd; ftdpf;f Ntz;Lk;> kdg;ghlk; 
nra;a Ntz;Lk; vd;w ek;gpf;ifap;;y; mts; ghbdhs;. ehd; 
ftdpj;Njd; Vnddpy; ehd; mtSila Fuiy Nerpj;Njd;.  
Mdhy; mij fw;Wf; nfhs;sNtz;Lk; vd;W xU NghJk; 
vz;zpajpy;iy.  gpwF mts; vd;Dila kuj;jpyhd 
vOJgyifiaf; nfhz;L tUths;. Vw;fdNt mts; Rj;jk; 
nra;jpUg;ghs;.  ePupy; eidf;fg;gl;l  kQ;rs; epw Rz;zf; 
fl;b> xU rpwpa kz;zhy; nra;ag;gl;l ik Gl;b> xU rptg;G 
Ngdh> mitfs; vy;yhk; xd;whff; fl;b> mij vd;dplk; 
nfhLg;ghs;.  jbkdhd fha;e;JNghd rg;ghj;jpapd; Nky; 
rpwpjsT ntz;nza; kw;Wk; rh;f;fiu jltp> ey;y fhiy 
czT rhg;gpl;l gpwF> ehq;fs; gs;spf;F nrd;Nwhk;.  mts; 
fpuhkj;J eha;fSf;fhf fha;e;JNghd gy rg;ghj;jpfis 
mtSld; vLj;J tUths;. 

My grandmother always went to 

school with me because the school was 

attached to the temple. The priest taught 

us the alphabet and the morning prayer. 

While the children sat in rows on either 

side of the verandah singing the alphabet 

or the prayer in a chorus, my grandmother 

sat inside reading the scriptures. When 

we had both finished, we would walk 

back together. This time the village dogs 

would meet us at the temple door. They 

followed us to our home growling and 

fighting with each other for the chapatti 

we threw to them.  

vdJ ghl;b vg;nghOJk; vd;Dld; gs;spf;F tUths;.  
Vnddpy; me;jg; gs;sp xU NfhapYld; ,ize;Js;sJ.  
mh;r;rfh; vq;fSf;F vOj;Jf;fisAk; fhiy ,iw 
topghl;ilAk; nrhy;ypf;nfhLj;jhu;. Foe;ijfs; vjph;vjph; 
thpirapy; tuhz;lhtpy; mkh;e;J vOj;Jf;fisNah 
n[gq;fisNah vy;NyhUk; Nru;e;J FOthf ghbf; 
nfhz;bUf;Fk;NghJ> vdJ ghl;b cs;Ns mku;e;J jpUkiw 
E}y;fis thrpj;Jf; nfhz;bUg;ghs;. ,uz;L NtiyfSk; 
Kbe;jJ> ehq;fs; ,UtUk; xd;whfNt tPLjpUk;GNthk;.  ,e;j 
Neuj;jpy; Nfhapy; thapw;gbapy; fpuhkj;J eha;fs; vq;fis 
re;jpf;Fk;.  mit ehq;fs; J}f;fp vwpAk; rg;ghj;jpfSf;fhf 
cWkpf; nfhz;Lk;> xd;NwhL xd;W rz;ilapl;Lf; nfhz;Lk; 
vq;fSila tPLtiu vq;fis gpd; njhlh;e;J tUk;.   
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When my parents were 

comfortably settled in the city, they sent 

for us. That was a turning-point in our 

friendship. Although we shared the same 

room, my grandmother no longer came to 

school with me. I used to go to an English 

school in a motor bus. There were no dogs 

in the streets and she took to feeding 

sparrows in the courtyard of our city 

house.  

vd;Dila ngw;Nwhh;fs; efuj;jpy; ey;ygbahf nrl;byhd 
gpwF> vq;fis (efuj;jpw;F) tur;nrhd;dhu;fs;. mJ 
vq;fSf;fpilNaahd (ghl;bf;Fk; vdf;Fkhd) el;gpy; xU 
jpUg;G Kidahf mike;jJ. (efuj;jpy;) ehq;fs; xNu 
miwapy; jq;fp ,Ue;j NghjpYk;> vd;Dila ghl;b vd;Dld; 
gs;spf;F ,g;nghOJ tUtJ ,y;iy. ehd; tof;fkhf xU 
Nkhl;lhu; NgUe;jpy; xU Mq;fpyg; gs;spf;F nry;Ntd;.  mq;Nf 
njUf;fspy; eha;fs; ,y;iy.  mts; vq;fSila efuj;J 
tPl;by; cs;s Kw;wj;jpy; rpl;Lf;FUtpfSf;F cztspj;;jhs;. 

As the years rolled by, we saw 

less of each other. For some time she 

continued to wake me up and get me 

ready for school. When I came back she 

would ask me what the teacher had taught 

me. I would tell her English words and 

little things of western science and 

learning, the law of gravity, Archimedes’ 

Principle, the world being round, etc. 

This made her unhappy. She could not 

help me with my lessons. She did not 

believe in the things they taught at the 

English school and was distressed that 

there was no teaching about God and the 

scriptures. One day I announced that we 

were being given music lessons. She said 

nothing but her silence meant 

disapproval. She rarely talked to me after 

that.  

 ,t;thW tUlq;fs; cUz;Nlhbf;nfhz;bUe;j NghJ 
ehq;fs; xUtUf;nfhUth; kpff;Fiwe;j NeuNk 
ghh;j;Jf;nfhz;Nlhk;. rpy Neuq;fspy; vd;id vOg;gptpl;L 
gs;sp nry;y jahh;nra;J tpLtijj; njhlh;e;jhs;.  ehd; 
gs;spapypUe;J jpUk;gp te;j cld;> Mrphpah;fs; vdf;F vd;d 
fw;gpj;jhh;fs; vd;W mts; vd;dplk; Nfl;ghs;.  Mq;fpy 
thh;j;ijfs;> Nkiy ehl;L mwptpaypd; rpwpa rpwpa tpraq;fs;> 
GtpaPh;g;G tpjp> Mh;f;fpkpb]; Nfhl;ghL> cyfk; cUz;ilahf 
,Ug;gJ Nghd;w jfty;fis mtsplk; $WNtd;. ,J mtis 
kfpo;r;rpaw;wtshf Mf;fpaJ. vd;Dila ghlq;fspy; vdf;F 
mtshy; cjtpnra;a Kbatpy;iy. me;j Mq;fpyg; gs;spapy; 
mth;fs; fw;gpf;Fk; ,e;j tpraq;fis mts; ek;gtpy;iy.  
mq;Nf flTs; kw;Wk; jpUkiw E}y;fisg; gw;wp 
fw;gpf;ftpy;iy vd;W mts; kdNtjidapy; ,Ue;jhs;. 
xUehs; ,irg; ghlq;fs; vq;fSf;F nfhLf;fg;gl;L 
nfhz;bUf;fpd;wd vd;W ehd; njhptpj;Njd;.  mts; vJTk; 
$wtpy;iy.  Mdhy; mtSila me;j mikjp mts; mij 
Vw;Wf;nfhs;stpy;iy vd;gijf; fhl;baJ. mjd; gpwF mts; 
vd;dplk; NgRtJ kpfTk; mhpjhfptpl;lJ. 

When I went up to University, I 

was given a room of my own. The 

common link of friendship was snapped. 

My grandmother accepted her seclusion 

with resignation. She rarely left her 

spinning-wheel to talk to anyone. From 

sunrise to sunset she sat by her wheel 

spinning and reciting prayers. Only in the 

afternoon she relaxed for a while to feed 

the sparrows. While she sat in the 

verandah breaking the bread into little 

bits, hundreds of little birds collected 

round her creating a veritable bedlam of 

chirruping. Some came and perched on 

her legs, others on her shoulders. Some 

even sat on her head. She smiled but 

never shooed them away. It used to be the 

happiest half - hour of the day for her.  

 

ehd; gy;fiyfofk; nry;yj;njhlq;fpaNghNj vdf;F jdpahf 
miw xd;W xJf;fg;gl;lJ. el;Gf;fpilNaahd nghJthd 
gpizg;G Jz;bf;fg;gl;lJ.  vd;Dila ghl;b mtSila 
jdpikiar; rfpj;Jf; nfhz;L Vw;Wf; nfhz;lhs;. mts; 
mtsJ ifuhl;ilia Row;wp E}y; E}w;Fk; Ntiyia kpfTk; 
mupjhf ahuplkhtJ Ngr Ntz;bapUe;jhy; kl;LNk 
epWj;Jths;. R+hpad; cjaj;jpypUe;J kiwAk; tiu ifuhl;il 
mUfpNyNa mku;e;Jnfhz;L mjidr;Row;wp E}y; 
E}w;Wf;nfhz;Nl ,iw tzf;fg; ghly;fis xg;gpj;Jf; 
nfhz;Nl mkh;e;jpUe;jhs;. mts; kjpak; kl;Lk; nfhQ;rNeuk; 
FUtpfSf;F czT nfhLf;Fk; Neuj;jpy; Xa;T 
vLj;Jf;nfhs;ths;. mts; Kw;wj;jpy; cl;fhh;e;J nfhz;L> 
nuhl;bj; Jz;il rpWrpW Jz;Lfshf;fp gwitfSf;F 
nfhLg;ghs;.  E}w;Wf;fzf;fhd rpwpa gwitfs; 
fpsh;r;rpA+l;Lfpw kpf mjpf Fog;gkhd rj;jk; 
nfhLj;Jf;nfhz;L mtisr; Rw;wp nuhl;bj; Jz;Lfis 
nghWf;fpf; nfhz;L nry;Yk;.  rpy gwitfs; mtSila 
fhy;fspy; te;J mkh;e;Jnfhs;Sk;> kw;w rpy gwitfs; 
mtSila Njhs;gl;ilapYk;> ,d;Dk; rpy gwitfs; 
mtSila jiyapYk;$l mkh;e;Jnfhs;Sk;.  mts; 
rphpg;ghs;.  Mdhy; mitfis ‘#’ vd;W $wp xUNghJk; 
tpul;lkhl;lhs;.  me;j miukzp Neuk;jhd; mtisg; 
nghUj;jtiu me;ehspd; kfpo;r;rpahd jUzk;.  
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When I decided to go abroad for 

further studies, I was sure my 

grandmother would be upset. I would be 

away for five years, and at her age one 

could never tell. But my grandmother 

could. She was not even sentimental. She 

came to leave me at the railway station 

but did not talk or show any emotion. Her 

lips moved in prayer, her mind was lost in 

prayer. Her fingers were busy telling the 

beads of her rosary. Silently she kissed 

my forehead, and when I left I cherished 

the moist imprint as perhaps the last sign 

of physical contact between us.  

ehd; Nky;gbg;gpw;fhf ntspehL nry;y KbT nra;jNghJ. 
vd;Dila ghl;b kpfTk; tUj;jkile;jpUf;f Ntz;Lk; vd;W 
vdf;F cWjpahfj; Njhd;wpaJ. ehd; Ie;J tUlq;fs; mtis 
tpl;L tpyfpr; nry;y ,Ug;gij tajhd mtsplk;> xUtuhYk; 
nrhy;y Kbatpy;iy.  Mdhy; vd;Dila ghl;bahy; Kbe;jJ.  
mts; czh;TfSf;F mbikahdtshff; $l Njhd;wtpy;iy. 
vd;id top mDg;Gtjw;F Giftz;b epiyaj;jpw;F te;jpUe;jhs;.  
Mdhy; mts; NgrTk; ,y;iy. vt;tpj kdf;fpsh;r;rpiaAk; 
ntspf;fhl;lTk; ,y;iy. mtSila vz;zq;fs; 
,iwtzf;fj;jpy; epuk;gpapUe;jJ.  mtSila cjLfs; 
ke;jpuq;fis cr;rupj;Jf; nfhz;bUe;jJ. mtSila kdk; 
KOtJk; n[gj;jpy; yapj;jpUe;jJ. tpuy;fs; mtSila 
n[gkhiyapd; kzpfis cUl;bf;nfhz;Nl ,Ue;jd.  
mikjpahf vd;Dila new;wpapy; Kj;jkpl;lhs;. ehd; fpsk;Gk; 
NghJ> me;j <ukhd milahs Kj;jpiuia ehd; neQ;rhu 
Nerpj;Njd;.  vq;fSf;F ,ilapy; cly; hPjpahd njhlh;gpd; filrp 
milahskhf mJ ,Uf;fyhk;. 

But that was not so. After five 

years I came back home and was met by 

her at the station. She did not look a day 

older. She still had no time for words, and 

while she clasped me in her arms I could 

hear her reciting her prayers. Even on the 

first day of my arrival, her happiest 

moments were with her sparrows whom 

she fed longer and with frivolous 

rebukes.  

Mdhy; mJ mt;thW ,Uf;ftpy;iy. Ie;J tUlq;fSf;Fg; gpwF 
kPz;Lk; ehd; tPl;bw;Fj; jpUk;gp te;Njd;. Giftz;b epiyaj;jpy; 
ehd; mtis re;jpj;Njd;. mts; xU ehs;$l 
KJikaile;jjhfj; Njhd;wtpy;iy.  mts; ,g;nghOJk; 
mg;gbj;jhd;. thh;j;ijfSf;F mq;F ,lk; ,y;iy.  vd;id 
mtSila fuq;fshy; jOTk; nghOJ> mtSila 
,iwtzf;f ghly;fs; nrhy;ypf; nfhz;bUe;jij vd;dhy; Nfl;f 
Kbe;jJ. vd;Dila tUifapd; Kjy; ehs;$l> 
tpisahl;Lj;jdkhd fbe;JiufSld; ahUf;F mts; ePz;l ehs; 
czT Cl;bdhNsh> me;j rpl;Lf;FUtpfSld; mtSila 
kfpo;r;rpahd jUzq;fis fopj;Jf;nfhz;bUe;jhs;.  

In the evening a change came over 

her. She did not pray. She collected the 

women of the neighbourhood, got an old 

drum and started to sing. For several hours 

she thumped the sagging skins of the 

dilapidated drum and sang of the home-

coming of warriors. We had to persuade her 

to stop to avoid overstraining. That was the 

first time since I had known her that she did 

not pray.  

khiy Neuj;jpy; mtsplk; xU khw;wk; ntspg;gl;lJ.  mts; 
topgltpy;iy.  mz;il tPl;bYs;s ngz;fis mts; xd;W 
Nrh;j;Jf;nfhz;L  xU gioa Kuir itj;Jf;nfhz;L mts; 
ghlj; njhlq;fptpl;lhs;. jsh;e;J njhq;Ffpw Njhiy cila 
Ntz;lhk; vd;W Xuk;fl;lg;gl;l Kuir itj;Jf;nfhz;L gy 
kzp Neuq;fshf KuR nfhl;bdhs;.  jhafk; jpUk;Gfpw 
Nghh;g;gil tPuh;fspd; ghliyg; ghbdhs;. fLQ;Nrhh;itj; 
jtph;g;gjw;F> mij epWj;Jtjw;F ehq;fs; mtis 
xg;Gf;nfhs;s itj;Njhk;.  vdf;F njhpe;jtiu mts; 
,iwtid topglhky; ,Ue;jJ ,Jjhd; Kjy; Kiw. 

The next morning she was taken 

ill. It was a mild fever and the doctor told 

us that it would go. But my grandmother 

thought differently. She told us that her 

end was near. She said that, since only a 

few hours before the close of the last 

chapter of her life she had omitted to pray, 

she was not going to waste any more time 

talking to us. 

mLj;j ehs; fhiyapy; mts; Neha;tha;g;gl;lhs;.  mJ xU 
,Nyrhd fha;r;ryhf ,Ue;jJ.  mJ rhpahfptpLk; vd;W 
kUj;Jth; vq;fsplk; $wpdhh;. Mdhy; vd;Dila ghl;b 
NtWtpjkhfr; rpe;jpj;jhs;.  mtSila ,wg;G (filrp ehs;) 
mUfpy; ,Ug;gjhf mts; vq;fsplk; $wpdhs;.  mtSila 
tho;f;ifapd; filrp mj;jpahaj;jpw;F ,d;Dk; xU rpy kzp 
NeuNk ,Ug;gjhy; n[gk; nra;a kwe;J tpl;ljhf mts; 
vq;fsplk; $wpdhs;. vq;fsplk; NkYk; Ngrpf; nfhz;L Neuj;ij 
tPzbg;gjw;Fk; tpUk;gtpy;iy. 

We protested. But she ignored our 

protests. She lay peacefully in bed praying 

and telling her beads. Even before we could 

suspect, her lips stopped moving and the 

rosary fell from her lifeless fingers. A 

peaceful pallor spread on her face and we 

knew that she was dead.  

ehq;fs; mtsJ Ngr;ir fz;bj;Njhk; (vjph;j;Njhk;).  Mdhy; mts; 
mij nghUl;gLj;jtpy;iy. mts; n[gpj;Jf;nfhz;Lk;> 
mtSila n[gkhiyapd; kzpfis cUl;bf;nfhz;Lk; 
gLf;ifapy; mikjpahf gLj;jpUe;jhs;.  ehq;fs; re;Njfk; 
nfhs;tjw;F Kd;> mtSila cjLfs; mirtw;W epd;wJ.  
mtSila capuw;w tpuy;fspypUe;J n[gkhiy fPNo tpOe;jJ.  
xU mikjpahd ntspwpa epwk; mtSila Kfj;jpy; gutpaJ. 
mts; ,we;Jtpl;lhs; vd;gij ehq;fs; njhpe;Jnfhz;Nlhk;. 
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We lifted her off the bed and, as 

is customary, laid her on the ground and 

covered her with a red shroud. After a 

few hours of mourning we left her alone 

to make arrangements for her funeral. In 

the evening we went to her room with a 

crude stretcher to take her to be cremated. 

The sun was setting and had lit her room 

and verandah with a blaze of golden light. 

We stopped half-way in the courtyard. 

All over the verandah and in her room 

right up to where she lay dead and stiff 

wrapped in the red shroud, thousands of 

sparrows sat scattered on the floor. There 

was no chirruping. We felt sorry for the 

birds and my mother fetched some bread 

for them. She broke it into little crumbs, 

the way my grandmother used to, and 

threw it to them. The sparrows took no 

notice of the bread. When we carried my 

grandmother’s corpse off, they flew away 

quietly. Next morning the sweeper swept 

the bread crumbs into the dustbin. 

vq;fSila tof;fg;gb ehq;fs; mtis nkj;ijapy; ,Ue;J 
J}f;fp jiuapy; gLf;f itj;Njhk;.  ,we;jth;fis %Lk; 
rptg;G Jzpahy; mtis %bNdhk;.   xU rpy kzp 
Neuj;jpw;Fg; gpwF tUj;jj;Jld;> mtSila ,Wjp 
rlq;fpw;fhd Maj;jg; gzpfis Nkw;nfhs;tjw;F ehq;fs; 
mtisj; jdpNa tpl;Ltpl;Lr; nrd;Nwhk;. khiy Neuj;jpy; 
mtsJ cliy vhpA+l;Ltjw;fhf fuL Kulhd J}f;Fg; 
gLf;ifAld; mtSila miwf;F ehq;fs; nrd;Nwhk;.  
#hpad; kiwe;J nfhz;bUe;j Neuk; vd;gjhy; mtSila 
miwapYk; Kw;wj;jpYk; jq;f epwj;jpyhd Ngnuhsp Vw;gl;lJ. 
Kw;wj;jpd; ghjp topapy; ehq;fs; epd;Nwhk;.  mq;Nf Kw;wk; 
KOtJk;> rptg;G Jzpahy; Nghh;j;jp> fplj;jg; gl;bUe;j me;j 
miw KOtJk; Mq;fhq;Nf  Mapuf;fzf;fhd rpl;Lf;FUtpfs; 
jiuapy; mkh;e;jpUe;jd.  mq;Nf gwitfspd; kfpo;r;rpA+l;Lfpw 
xyp ,y;iy.  me;jg; gwitfSf;fhf ehq;fs; tUj;jk; 
mile;Njhk;.  vd;Dila mk;kh mitfSf;fhf rpy nuhl;bj; 
Jz;Lfs; nfhz;Lte;jhs;.  mts; vd;Dila ghl;bapd; 
tof;fkhd ,lj;jpy; ghl;b nra;jJNghyNt mij rpWrpW 
Jz;Lfshf gwitfSf;F cilj;Jg; Nghl;lhs;. Mdhy; 
rpl;Lf;FUtpfNsh nuhl;bj;Jz;Lfis fz;Lnfhs;sNt 
,y;iy. vd;Dila ghl;bapd; rlyj;ij ehq;fs; J}f;fpa 
nghOJ> mitfs; mikjpahfg; gwe;J nrd;wd.  mLj;j ehs; 
fhiyapy; Rj;jk; nra;gth; rpWrpW nuhl;bj; Jz;Lfis 
nghWf;fp Rj;jk; nra;J Fg;igj; njhl;bf;Fs; Nghl;lhh;. 

About the author 

Khushwant Singh is an Indian novelist and 

lawyer. He studied at St. Stephen’s College, 

Delhi and King’s college, London. He joined 

the Indian Foreign Service in 1947. As a 

writer, he is best known for his keen 

secularism, sarcasm and love for poetry. He 

served as the editor of several literary and 

news magazines as well as two newspapers. 

Khushwant Singh was awarded with Padma 

Bhushan in 1974, Padma Vibhushan by the 

Government of India and Sahitya Akademi 

Fellowship by Sahitya Academy of India. The 

Mark of Vishnu, A History of Sikhs, The Train 

to Pakistan, Success Mantra, We Indians and 

Death at my Doorstep are some of his brilliant 

works. 

vOj;jhsiug;gw;wp….. 
F\;te;j; rpq; xU ,e;jpa fij vOj;jhsu; kw;Wk; tof;fwpQu;. 
mtu; nly;ypapYs;s nrapd;l; ];B/gd;]; fy;Y}upapYk; 
yz;ldpy; cs;s fpq;]; fy;Y}upapYk; fy;tp gapd;wtu;. mtu; 
,e;jpa ntspAwTj;Jiwapy; 1947y; gzpapy; Nru;e;jhu;. ,tu; 
vOj;jhsuhf ,Ue;jhYk; kjr;rhu;gpd;ik> tpku;rdk; (fpz;ly;)> 
ftpij Mfpatw;wpy; mtUf;F ,Ue;j Mu;tj;jhy; 
kf;fspilNa gpugykhdhu;. gy;NtW ,yf;fpak; kw;Wk; nra;jp 
,jo;fspy; ,tu; vbl;luhfg; gzpahw;wpaNjhL ,uz;L 
nra;jpj;jhs;fspYk; gzpGupe;Js;shu;. ,tu; ,e;jpa murpd; 
gj;kG+rd; tpUjpid 1974k; Mz;bYk; gj;k tpG+rd; tpUjpid 
2007k; Mz;bYk; ngw;whu;. ,tUila ,yf;fpag; gzpfSf;fhf 
rhfpj;a mfhlkp tpUijAk; ngw;wpUf;fpwhu;. jp khu;f; M/g; 
tp\;Z> v `p];lup M/g; rPf;];> v l;nuapd; L ghfp];jhd;> 
rf;]]; ke;j;uh> tP ,z;bad;];> nlj; ml; ik Nlhu;];nlg; 
Nghd;wit ,tUila Gj;jprhypj;jdk; epiwe;j gilg;Gfs;.   

 

 
Mantelpiece 

 
Wrinkled face 

 

Grandfather’s 

Portrait 

 
Street dogs waiting 

 

 
Feeding Sparrows 

 

      GLOSSARY: 
mantelpiece shelf above the fireplace tPl;bd; vupkhlk;   
absurd inconsistent / illogical mw;gj;jdkhd> nghUj;jkw;w 
fables tales / stories fijfs; 
hobbled walked unsteadily js;shb elj;jy; 
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pucker to contract the face into wrinkles RUf;fq;fs;> kbg;Gfs; 
expanse widespread guTjy; 
monotonous boring, unchanging jdpik> rypg;G 
snapped broke / cut Jz;bj;jy; 
seclusion isolation, separation jdpikg;gLj;J 
bedlam noise and confusion $r;ryhd Fog;gk; 
perched sat comfortably, rested nrsfu;akhf mku;e;J Xa;ntLj;jy; 
rebukes scoldings vjpu;g;G> jpl;Ljy; 
dilapidated damaged Nrjkhd> Xuq;fl;lg;gl;l 
pallor an unhealthy pale appearance ntspwpa Njhw;wk; 
shroud cloth used to wrap or cover a dead person ,we;j cliy %Lk; Jzp 

 

 

 

      IMPORTANT SYNONYMS: 
 

wrinkled crumpled RUf;fq;fs; nfhz;l 
portrait picture glk; 
revolting disgusting vjpu;j;J Ngrf;$ba 
undignified dishonoured Nftyg;gLj;J 
prophets seers, saints jPu;f;fjuprpfs; 
criss cross blend, intersecting lines FWf;Fk; neLf;Fkhd NfhLfs; 
pale bloodless, whitish ntSj;Jg;Nghd 
puckered contracted into wrinkles RUf;fq;fs; tpOe;j 
constantly repeatedly jpUk;gj;jpUk;g> njhlu;r;rpahf 
inaudible unheard Nfl;f,ayhj 
expanse widespread, range tpuTjy;> guTjy; 
serenity calm , relaxed mood mikjpahf> jsu;thf 
contentment self satisfaction jpUg;jpgl;Lf; nfhs;Sjy; 
bothered troubled ftiyg;gL 
fetch go and bring nfhz;Lth 
plastered covered ePupy; eidf;fg;gl;l 
earthen clay kz;zhy; nra;ag;gl;l 
stale dried fha;e;JNghd 
scriptures holy books, divine books, puranas Ntjq;fs;> Gdpj E}y;fs; 
growling barking cWKjy;> Fiuj;jy; 
distressed upset, disappointed tpuf;jpaile;j 
resignation abandonment, relinquishment of responsibility Jwj;jy; 
reciting chanting kdg;ghlkhf xg;gpj;jy; 
upset disappointed tpuf;jpailjy; 
cherished enjoyed kfpo;tiljy; 
moist slightly wet <ukhd 
imprint mark milahsk;> Kj;jpiu 
clasped held tightly ,Wf;fkhf gpbj;Jf;nfhs;jy; 
frivolous playful  tpisahl;lhd 
sagging bulging jsu;e;J njhq;Ffpw 
warriors soldiers ,uhZt tPuu;fs; 
persuade cajole jpUg;jpgLj;J 
protested opposed vjpu;j;j 
peacefully calmly, quietly mikjpahf 
suspect doubt re;Njfp 
customary of religious, usual ghuk;gupa tof;fk; 
corpse dead body ,we;jtu; cly;> gpzk;> gpNujk; 
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    Antonyms: 
 

wrinkled RUf;fk; tpOe;j X smooth, unwrinkled nkd;ikahd> RUf;fkw;w 
hard fbdkhd X easy ,yFthd 
pretty ftu;r;rpahd X ugly mrpq;fkhd> mOf;fhd 
absurd mw;gj;jdkhd X logical rupahd> mu;j;jkhd 
undignified jukw;w X honoured, respected kupahijf;Fupa 
scattered rpjwpa X gathered Nrfupf;fg;gl;l 
inaudible Nfl;f ,ayhj X audible, heard Nfl;ff; $ba 
expanse gue;j X narrow FWfpa 
serenity mikjpahd> Mo;e;j X agitation fytukhd 
contentment jpUg;jp X greediness Nguhir 
monotonous rypg;G+l;Lk; X interesting Mu;t%l;Lk; 
plastered <ukhd X dried fha;e;j 
attached ,izf;fg;gl;l X detached gpupj;njLf;fg;gl;l 
taught fw;gpf;fg;gl;l X learnt fw;Wf;nfhz;Ltpl;l 
creating cUthf;Fjy; X destroying mopj;jy; 
shooed tpul;lg;gl;l X pulled ,Of;fg;gl;l 
happiest kfpo;r;rpahd X saddest Jf;fkhd 
upset tpuf;jp X happy kfpo;r;rp 
silently mikjpahf X noisily kpFe;j rj;jkhf 
physical cly; jd;ik X mental kdj;jd;ik 
mild Nyrhd X severe fLikahd 
omitted tpLgl;l X included, agreed, accepted Nru;f;fg;gl;l 
protested vjpu;g;G fhl;Ljy; X supported xj;Jioj;jy; 
ignored fz;Lnfhs;sg;glhj X heeded ftdpf;fg;gl;l 
mourning Jf;fk; filgpbj;jy; X rejoicing kfpo;r;rpahf nfhz;lhLjy; 
dead ,we;j X alive capUld; thOk; 
cremated vupA+l;lg;gl;l X buried, interred Gijf;fg;gl;l 
blaze gpufhrkhd ntspr;rk; X dim ntspr;rk; Fiwe;j 
wrapped %lg;gl;l> ciwapl;l X unwrapped, uncovered %lg;glhj 
rebukes fLk; nrhw;fs; X blessings MrPu;thjk; 
persuade rhe;jg;gLj;J X dissuade ntWg;G+l;L 

 

Question & Answers: 

1. Answer the following questions in one or two sentences based on your understanding of the story. 

a. Describe the grandfather as seen in the portrait. 

       The author’s grandfather wore a big turban and loose fitting clothes.  His long white beard 

covered his chest.  He looked at least hundred years old.   

b. Why was the author left with his grandmother in the village? 

       The author’s parents had gone to the city in order to earn their bread.  They were not settled 

comfortably.  Hence the author was left with his grandmother in the village. 

c. Where did the author study in his childhood? 

        During his childhood the author studied in the village school which is attached to the temple. 

d. Why did the grandmother accompany the author to school? 

      The author’s grandmother went to temple which was attached to the school.  At the school hours 

she sat inside the temple reading the Holy Scriptures, Moreover she wanted to escort her grandson.  

So she accompanied the author to school. 

e. What made the dogs follow the grandmother after school hours? 

      While going to school and returning home the grandmother carried the stale chapattis and fed the 

dogs.  This made the dogs follow the grandmother after school hours. 
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f. Why didn't the grandmother feel sentimental when the author went abroad for higher 

education? 

      The author’s grandmother did not feel sentimental when the author went abroad for his higher 

education. Because she was not even sentimental. She did not talk or show any emotion at the time of his 

departure. Her lips moved in prayer, her mind was lost in prayer. She bore the fact silently. 

g. What was the happiest time of the day for grandmother? 

      The whole morning the author’s grandmother was busy with her spinning wheel.  In the afternoon, 

she relaxed for a while to feed the sparrows.  She broke the bread into little bits and fed hundreds 

of little birds.  This was the happiest time of the day for grandmother. 
 

2. Answer the following questions in three or four sentences each. 

a. Describe the author's grandmother. 

       The authour’s grandmother had been old and wrinkled.  She had always been short and fat and 

slightly bent.  Her face was a criss–cross of wrinkles.  She had been terribly old.  She could never 

have been pretty but she was always beautiful.  

b. What was the daily routine of the grandmother at home? 

      Grandmother woke her grandson up in the morning.  She got him ready for the school.  She said 

her morning prayers. Simultaneously she bathed and dressed her grandson. She made all the 

arrangements for him. She accompanied him to the school.  She read the Holy Scriptures at the 

temple and in the evening both returned home. This was the daily routine of the grandmother. 

c. How is school education in the village different from that in the city? 

       In the village school the author had studied alphabet and learnt to recite morning prayers.  But in 

the city he was taught English words and western science.  He also learnt the law of gravity, 

Archimedes’ principle, the world being round etc. 

d. The grandmother appreciated the value of education. Give instances in support of your answer. 

        While studying in the village school, the author’s grandmother accompanied him to school every 

day. The author had studied alphabet and learnt to recite morning prayers. Being a very pious 

woman, the grandmother appreciated the value of education. 

e. The grandmother was strong-minded. Justify. 

        One day the grandmother did not pray.  She started to sing about the home coming warriors i.e. 

is her grandson.  She ignored the protests of the members of the family.  She had mild fever then.  

Others thought that she would recover.  But she thought differently. She is ready to face her own 

death boldly.  These instances showed that she was strong-minded. 

f. How did the grandmother spend the last few hours of her life? 

        During the last few hours, the author’s grandmother did not pray.  She called the women of her 

neighbourhood and started to sing about the home-coming warriors.  She had mild fever then.  She  

knew that  her end would come soon.  She lied peacefully in bed praying and telling her beads.  

Suddenly her lips stopped moving and the rosary fell from her lifeless fingers. 
 

3. Answer the following in a paragraph of 100 - 150 words each. 

a) The grandmother played a vital role in the author's formative years. Give your own example of how 

elders have a positive influence on the younger generation. Include examples from the story also. 

      My grandmother is a great inspiration to me.  She had a positive influence on me.  When I did 

my schooling she used to narrate a lot of stories to me.  Though she did not help me in my 

academic side, her stories had a close link with my school curriculum.  Like Kushwant Singh’s 

grandma, my grandma was too pious.  My grandma inculcated morality in me through her stories 

in the form of narrating bed time tales.  Actually she taught me a lot through her bed time stories.  

Sometimes she spun her own story.  Later only I could realize it.  She introduced to me many 
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Puranas.  She was a secularist.  She told me stories from the Holy Bible too.   She cited the quotes 

even from the Quran.  I missed her a lot when she was in deathbed.  As soon as I heard of her 

ailment, I rushed but I was late.  I was unfortunate to be by her side when she left the world.  

Thanks to my grandmother, I am a person of morality now. 
 

b) As young Khushwant Singh, write a letter to your parents describing your daily routine along 

with your thoughts and feelings about staying in the village. 
                                                                                                                                                  Hadali, 

2nd March 2018. 

Dear Dad and Mom, 

             Well and wish to hear the same from you.  Here I am fine.  Grandma is also fine.  She fills my 

belly with her hand made-delicious chapattis.  Not only that, she teaches me a lot of moral stories.  She 

helps me even in arithmetics too.  We go to school regularly in the morning.  At that moment she feeds 

the stray dogs with stale chapattis.  When I attend my school, she is praying at the temple which is 

beside the school.  When we return home in the evening the dogs follow us.  They fight with one 

another for the chapattis we give them. I feel very happy for being here with my sweet grandma.  Take 

care of your health.  There is no need to worry about me.  I enjoy my life with my sweet grandma. 

                                                                                                       With regards, 

Yours loving son, 

Kushwant Singh. 

Address on the envelope: 

To    Sir Sobha Singh, 

     3, Sixth Avenue, 

      Hadali,  Kushab district,  

      Punjab. 
 

c) Animals are capable of empathy. Substantiate this statement with examples from the story 

as well as your own experiences. 

          In the village, grandmother used to feed the dogs with stale chapattis both in the morning and 

evening.  When she came to the city her life had been changed a lot.  She could not move freely as 

in the village.  She spent most of her time with her spinning wheel.  During the afternoon she came 

to the verandah and fed the sparrows regularly.  This was the happiest part of the day.  The 

grandmother lay dead.  Thousands of sparrows came there.  They did not chirrup.  They paid their 

last homage to the old lady silently.  The narrator’s mother threw some crumbs of bread to them.  

They took no notice of them.  As soon as the grandmother’s corpse was carried off, the sparrows 

flew away quietly.   

         The same thing happened in my life too.  My uncle had a pet dog.  On the sudden demise of 

my uncle the dog did not have any intake for another one week and it starved to death itself.  When 

I read this story that incident came to my mind.  Hence animals are capable of empathy. 
 

Vocabulary 

a) Read the following words and choose the correct antonyms from the options given: 
 

Words Options Answers 

moist a. marshy b. arid c. slimy d. sultry moist         x  b)  arid 

frivolous    x a) serious 

omitted      x d) included 

protest        x c) accept 

serenity      x b) anxiety 

scattered     x c) gathered 
monotonous x a) interesting 

frivolous a. serious b. sad c. furious d. happy 

omitted a. isolated b. rejected c. contracted d. included 

protest a. promote b. apprehend c. accept d. project 

serenity a. simplicity b. anxiety c. absurdity d. stupidity 

scattered a. sprinkled b. multiplied c. gathered d. covered 

monotonous a. interesting b. tiresome c. fragrant d. satisfying 
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b)  Fill in the blanks choosing the appropriate compound words from those given in the box. 

Reeta hurried along the road, dressed in her _____1______ new dress towards the bus stop. Before 

_____2______, she had to reach the house of her ___3____. But the first ____4____ of her travel was slow 

due to traffic jam. Her ____5_____ would be regarded with joy. She was ___6______ herself to reach the 

place. When she finally stepped into the _____7_______, she was received with a big hug by her kind aunt. 

She was in time to join the _____8_____ at the village, for a ___9___. 
 

singsong  overstraining  spotless  gentlefolk  grandmother  

courtyard  sunset   half-hour  homecoming 
 

Answer:  1.spotless        2.sunset       3.grandmother      4.half-hour    5.homecoming     

6.overstraining   7.courtyard     8.gentlefolk     9.singsong. 
 

c) Match the words in Column A with their pairs in Column B to form compound words and write them 

in Column C 

A B C 

mantel lashes mantelpiece 

eye wheel eyelashes 

water gate waterproof 

bee knob beehive 

toll piece tollgate 

door proof doorknob 

spinning hive spinning wheel 
 

d) Frame meaningful sentences of your own using the following expressions from the story. Use a 

dictionary if required. 

i. the thought was almost revolting  

My brother’s thought of selling our ancestral house is revolting to me. 

ii. an expanse of pure white serenity  

Prema is an expanse of pure white serenity. 

iii. a turning point  

My friendship with Latha is a turning point in my life. 

iv. accepted her seclusion with resignation 

My parents proposed to me to study medicine, though I did not like it. But I accepted their 

seclusion with resignation. 

v. frivolous rebukes  

I got frivolous rebukes often from my father.  
 

e) Prefixes and Suffixes. 

Form two derivatives from each of the following words. 

e.g. honest – dishonest, honesty 
manage  - management, manager 
differ - different, difference 
beauty - beautiful, beautician 
peace - peaceful, peacefully 
arrange - arrangement, disarrange 
collect - collection, collector 
approve - unapproved, approval 
narrate - narrative, narration 
class - classic, classify 

 

 f) Homophones: 

Fill in the blanks with suitable homephones: 

i)  brake /break 

a) We have a short __________ between the sessions.(break- ,ilNtis) 

b) The car skidded to a halt when I applied the ___________.(brake- jil) 
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ii) waste/waist 

a) Shivani wears a belt around her __________.(waist- ,il) 

b) We should never misuse or ___________ natural resources.(waste–tPzhf;Fjy;) 
 

iii) principle/principal 

a) Oxygen is the _________ element present in the earth’s crust.(principal–Kjd;ik) 

b) Both these machines work on the same _________.(principle–nfhs;if) 
 

iv) bread/bred 

a) Turtles should be _________ in a healthy environment.(bred- ,dg;ngUf;fk; nra;jy;) 
b) I like to have toasted __________ for breakfast.(bread–nuhl;bj;Jz;L) 

 

v) lesson/lessen 

a) This medicine will __________ your pain.(lessen–Fiwf;Fk;) 
b) Finally, the manager learnt a ____________ the hard way. (lesson–ghlk;) 

 

vi) pale/pail 

a)  The child looks very sick and ________(pale –ntSj;Jg;Ngha;) 
b) I need a ________ of water to wash these cups.(pail - thsp) 

 

vii) through/threw 

a) Ravi picked the banana peel and __________ it in the dustbin.(threw –J}f;fp vwpjy;) 
b) The soldiers had to pass __________  a dark tunnel.(through - topahf) 

 

viii) corps/corpse * 

a) The ________ was covered with a shroud.(corpse –rlyk;) 
b) A five-day annual training camp for the senior cadets of the National Cadet ________ has been 

organized.(corps - gil) 
(* These words are not homophones: corpse - / kɔːps /  fh(X)g;];    corps - / kɔː / fh(X) ) 

 

Listening Activity 

Read the following statements and the given options. Now, listen to your teacher read aloud a passage 

or play it on a recorder. You may listen to it again if required, to help you choose the right options. 

i)  According to Napoleon ‘Good mothers make good __________.’ 

 a) housewives b) jobs c) nations  d) ideas 

ii) Mothers exhibit ______ love. 

 a) unauthorized b) unapproved c) unacceptable  d) unconditional 

iii) ________ mothers care much for their children. 

 a) Adapted b) Adopted c) Adoptive  d) Adaptable 

iv)  ________ is the most important thing in the world. 

 a) Wealth b) Power b) Love   d) Influence 

v) Love should be extended to _________ too. 

 a) friends b) relatives c) countrymen d) creatures 
 

 

Speaking Activity (Page-9) 

a. Work in pairs and arrive at five points that bring out the benefits and challenges of living in 

either a nuclear family or a joint family. Share your views with your class. 
 

Benefits and challenges of living in a nuclear family  

 The number of members is very few in a nuclear family. 

 Children are more close to the parents. 

 Mother gets enough time to look after her children.  

 Husband can devote more attention to the wife and children. 

 Guidance of elders is absent here.  
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Benefits and challenges of living in a joint family.  

 In Joint family system, the number of dependents living under one roof is much larger.  

 The eldest male member is usually the head of the joint family. 

 He is entitled to take economic and social decisions on behalf of the family. 

 Every member is expected to make some financial contribution to the common fund. 

 Every member should make their daily expenditure from common fund. 

 Helping each other, adjustment, selflessness, sacrifice are commonly seen in the joint family. 

 Children get more affection and guidance from the elders of the family. 
 

b. Build a conversation of eight to ten sets of exchange, with your grandmother discussing the 

incidents that happened in your school that day. 

Grandma :  Hai Vishnu, Where are you? 

Vishnu :  I am here grandma. 

Grandma :  You look so tired today. 

Vishnu :  Just now I have returned from school. 

Grandma :  Refresh yourself and Have some snacks first. 

Vishnu :  Today, we planted trees in our school campus. 

Grandma :  Very good. That is the need of the hour. 

Vishnu :  I planted a neem tree there. 

Grandma :  The tree will tell your name in future. 

Vishnu :  Ok grandma, I have a lot of homework today. 

Grandma :  Can I help you in doing home work?   

Vishnu :  No need grandma, My friend will come now and he will help me.   

Grandma :  Good. Is he an outstanding student? 

Vishnu : Yes, He is one of the toppers like me. 

Grandma :  Very good. Go and get ready. 

 

c. Every member contributes to forming a happy family. Share your views for a minute or two 

with your class. 
 

Father:  Father is a primarily responsible person for a happy family. He has to work for the 

family’s welfare. He has more responsibilities in family as well as in his work. In order to bring 

happiness, he should have balance between work and home. 
 

Mother: Mother is the main root of a family. She should adjust with her husband and her children 

to lead a happy family. She has to satisfy everyone’s wish in the family. For this, every one in 

the family should support her. 
 

Children: Children are the beautiful flowers in a family garden. They only bring happiness to the 

family. The discipline of the children can make the family proud. At times Children may be reluctant 

to follow instructions, when their parents command them. Then Parents should be a role model to 

them.   
 

Grand parents: Grandparents are the respectable persons in a family. In times of facing 

problems, their experience and guidance will help us to run our family smoothly. We should not 

ignore their knowledge and experience for the welfare of a happy family. 
 

Friends & Relatives: Friends & Relatives are essential for a happy family. We live in a society. 

We always depend on the society for our all needs. Friends and relatives too contribute their 

support at the time of functions, festivals and also sad happenings in a family. They are inevitable.  
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Answer the following (Page No 10). 

a. How does laughter help one to cope with stress? 

Laughter provides full-scale support for your muscles and unleashes a rush of stress busting 

endorphins. 
 

b. Which word in the text (para 2) means the same as ‘dedicated’? 

The word “committed” means the same as dedicated. 
 

c. Why do you think voluntary laughter provides the same physiological as well as 

psychological benefits as spontaneous laughter? 

It is believed by everyone that laughter yoga is the best substitute for every medicine.  Madan Kataria 

wrote the benefits of laughing in his book “Laugh for no reason”.  Purely it is the belief of everyone. 
 

d. ‘Laughter is the best medicine’. Explain. 

Other physical exercises should be done with proper stretch of body.  They should be practised 

systematically whereas laughing is done easily without any stress and strain.  It cures all the diseases 

and ailments.  Hence laughter is the best medicine. 
 

e. Given below is a set of activities. Which of these are followed in the 'Laughter Yoga' 

technique? 

♦ sitting on the ground with legs crossed  ♦ body movements 

♦ clapping     ♦ closed eyes 

♦ breathing exercises    ♦ chanting 

♦ stretching of arms and legs  ♦ bending backwards 

♦ running/jogging    ♦ eye contact 

Body movements, clapping, chanting, eye contact are followed in the “Laughter Yoga technique”. 
 

f. ‘Laughter therapy also plays a crucial role in social bonding’. How? 

      Laughter Yoga is a practice involving people in groups.  When they gather for this yoga, they 

become cordial with one another.  Naturally it develops the social bonding.  They understand each 

other.  They gather for one common aim.  They are happy and can improve their interpersonal skills. 
 

 

Articles and Determiners 

a. Read the paragraph below and fill in the blanks using ‘a, an,’or ‘the’. 

It is said that __1___ computer is ___2___ electronic extension of the human brain. Therefore, 

in principle, ___3__ computer can do all those activities which ___4___ human brain can do. Today 

computers are found to be ___5__ most useful devices as knowledge providers. Another important 

field of application of computers is __6___development of robots. ___7__internet has brought 

___8___drastic change in communication systems. 

1.a   2. an     3.the    4. the    5.the    6.the     7.The     8.a 
 

 

b. In the following paragraph, insert ‘a, an,’ or ‘the’ wherever necessary and rewrite the sentences. 

In our family, we have planned to take children to __1__zoo next Sunday.  ___2__  Van has 

been arranged and we are sure to have  ___3___  comfortable journey. Zoo is _4_____ interesting 

place for ___5___   children who enjoy watching animals and want to know more about them. Even 

____6____   youngsters love to visit ___7____   zoo. 
1. the   2. A   3. a     4. an    5. the     6. the     7. the 
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c.  Fill in the blanks with appropriate determiners. (Articles have been included)  

Once the emperor gave a bag of seeds to his council of ministers and said that he would give them 

six months’ time to grow the seeds. Whoever does a good job will be made the __1___ emperor of that 

empire. ___2___ of the ministers took their task seriously. After six months _____3____ ministers had 

small plants in their pots. A ___4____ had very large plants. _____5____ had medium sized plants. The 

emperor entered the hall. He was ____6____ amused to see ___7____plants. He called the _____8____ 

minister and asked him what he did with the seed. ____9____minister explained the process he adopted 

to make ___10_____ plant grow. The emperor called ____11_____ other ministers to explain what they 

did. Only ___12_____ minister had come with an empty pot. They laughed loudly at the foolishness of 

this minister. But the Emperor applauded him and made him the ___13_____ Emperor. Do you know 

why? He had given them boiled seeds which will not grow. Only ___14____ minister was honest. 
 

1. next      2. Many    3.some     4. few        5. Some    6. much     7. the     

8. first      9. That         10. the     11. the      12.one    13. next     14. that 
 

d. Fill in the blanks with appropriate determiners. 

i. They   came   early   but   there   was ______ (little/ a little) work to do. 

ii. Anand invited________ (few/ a few) friends for the birthday party. 

iii. The teacher gave_________ (all /every) student a separate topic for the assignment. 

iv. ______ (Most of/Many) the water overflowed from the tank. 

v. Each one of my ___________ (friend/friends) wished me on my birthday. 

vi. Vijay had ___________ (no/ any) idea about the problem. 

vii. Adhi had taken __________________ (much /many) photos during the programme. 

viii. ______ (Some/Few) girls who attended the class informed the others about the tests. 
 

Tenses 

a. Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verbs in brackets and read the completed passage aloud. 

The people of India, as a whole, ____(1)_____ (be) warm-hearted and hospitable. Any calamity in any 

part of the world immediately  _____(2)_____ (arouse) their charity and generosity and a committee                 

____(3)_____ (be) promptly  ____(4)______ (set) up to collect funds to help the distressed. The most endearing 

quality in them ____(5)____ (be) the respect they show for the work done in any capacity. They  

___(6)___(believe) in what we _____(7)____ (call) the dignity of labour. 
 

1. are   2. arouses   3. is    4. set   5. is    6. believe  7. call 
 

b. Now, use the verbs given in brackets in the following sentences in their correct forms. 

1. I (like) to spend time with my friend, whenever I (be) free. 

2. He (be) likely to miss the train. He (run) up to the station. 

3. At the moment they (wait) at the bus stop. But I (not know) their plans for the journey. 

4. They firmly (believe) in the existence of God. 

5. We (hear) a lot of noise because the new buildings (transmit) sound vacant. 

6. She always (make) excuses for coming late. 

7. The Prime Minister (leave) for America to meet the delegates tomorrow. 

1. like, am    2. is, runs  3. are waiting, do not know   4. believe  

5. hear, transmit   6. makes   7. leaves 
 

c.  You are a commentator for a 5000 metre running race. Use simple present and present continuous tenses and 

complete the commentary from the beginning to the end of the race. Read the completed passage aloud. 

The 5000 metre race is about to begin. Lined up at the starting point, from left to right, are John of Great 

Britain, Peter of Nigeria and Jeeva of India. The runners are warming up for the great event. Now they ___1____ 

(take) their positions on the track. They _____2_____ (be) all ready for the start. There ___3____ (go) the starter’s 

gun! Yes, the race has begun. John ____4___ (lead) with Jeeva ____5_____ (close) behind him. 

1. are taking 2. are  3. goes  4.  is leading  5. closing / close 
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d.  Read the extract from Kayal’s diary entry regarding her Nepal Trek, and fill in the blanks with the 

correct tense form of the verbs given in brackets. 

DAY 1:  We ___1____ (leave) Anna International Airport in Chennai two days ago catching a direct flight to 

Kathmandu in Nepal. We __2__ (spend) a day sightseeing. Kathmandu is full of people, rickshaws 

and the smell of sandalwood. I’ve never __3_ (be) on  a trip like this before. So I’m really excited. 
 

DAY2:  It ____4____ (rain) when we reached Pokhara, Nepal’s second largest city, and saw the snowy peaks 

of the Himalayas for the first time. We _____5____ (reach) Pokhara after a hair-raising six-hour bus 

journey along very narrow roads with a lot of hairpin bends. The bus ___6___ (be) so full that one 

person had to share the driver’s seat. 
 

DAY 3:  We ____7____ (begin) our trek at last. We are at about 900 metres and the weather is warm and 

humid. For lunch we had chips and yak cheese sandwiches. I didn’t like them very much. I’m thrilled 

that we ______8_____ (pitch) tents for our camps in the dense forests. 
 

DAY 4:  Yesterday a landslide ___9__ (block) our path and we had to use ropes to get over it. This morning 

we walked along the river Kali Gandaki through dense forests of oak trees and we pitched our camp 

at Tukuche below the Annapurna mountain range. The main danger in addition to landslides, is ‘yak 

attack’. Yaks ___10___ (be) not dangerous but you have to be careful if you meet a herd of them 

because they can push you off the sides of the mountain. 
 

DAY 5:  We met a lot of children on our trek through the villages. They ______11_____ (play) in the pool of muddy 

rain water as we left the place. We have already climbed 2,400 metres. Up here, it never ___12_____ (rain) 

and there are no trees. It ____13____ (be) windy and dusty and I am always thirsty. 
 

DAY 6:  Yesterday we ___14___ (go) up to the mountainside of the township of Mukthinath, at 3,600 metres. 

The thin air with less oxygen there ___15__ (leave) us breathless. We __16__ (feel) that we couldn’t 

go any further. We __17___ (drink) a lot of extra fluids to prevent altitude sickness. 
 

DAY 7:  We turned around today and started to descend to Jomosom. As we went down, the oxygen filled 

our blood again and we seemed to ___18___ (fly) instead of walking. 
 

DAY 8:  We went back to Pokhara in a small plane yesterday. It __19___ (excite) when we flew between the 

mountain peaks. We arrived in Kathmandu this afternoon  and we __20__ (spend) our last few hours 

in shopping. We leave for Chennai tomorrow. We’ve had a trip of a lifetime. 
 

1. left         2. spent     3.been  4. was raining   5. reached    6. was   7. began    8. pitched    

9.blocked  10. are      11. were playing            12. rains       13. is      14.went    15.left      

16.felt        17.drank   18. fly   19. was exciting     20. spent 

 

e. In the following passage, circle the verbs in simple present tense and underline the verbs in simple past. 

The first one has been done for you. 
 

i)  Unless one  is  upright there  is  no use in being a charming fellow. Sometimes it  is better to be honest 

than attractive. These  are  the great truths of modern life which Shyam never realised. He never said an 

ill-natured word in his life. He was always polite and spoke softly to everybody. 
 

ii)  That night he strolled into the Palette Club about eleven o’clock, and found Trevor sitting by himself in 

the long room. “Well, Alan, did you get the picture finished all right?” he said, as he lit his cigarette. 

“Finished and framed, my boy!” answered Trevor, “and by-the-bye, you have made a conquest. That old 

model you saw  is  quite devoted to you. I had to tell him all about you – who you are, where you live, 

what your income is, what prospects you have.” 
 

iii) “And now tell me how Laura is. The old model was quite interested in her.” “You  don’t mean  to say you 

talked to him about her?” said Hughie. “Certainly I did. He knows all about the relentless colonel, the 

lovely Laura, and the £10,000.” “You told that old beggar all my private affairs?” cried Hughie, looking 

very red and angry. “My dear Alan,” cried Hughie, “I shall probably find him waiting for me when I go 

home.” 
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f.  Fill in the blanks using Past tense forms of the verbs: 

i. I _____ never _____(see) such a beautiful sunrise before I came here. 

ii. We were not able to stay overnight as we _____ not ____ (reserve) the tickets in advance. 

iii. Nirmala ___________ (be) to the concert several times. 

iv. Mariappan knew Pudukottai so well because he ________ (live) there for five years. 

v. Yusuf understood the problem because he _________ (experience) the situation earlier. 

vi. Catherine did not have any cash because she _________ (lose) her purse. 

vii. My father __________ (be) to Mumbai once before. 

viii. The cat ________ (chase) the bird before it flew out of the yard. 

ix. Edith _________ (visit) several doctors before she found out what the problem was with her knee. 

x. If we _______ (call) the manager ahead, we would not have needed to wait so long for a table. 

i. had, seen    ii. had, reserved  iii. had been  iv. had lived  v.  had experienced  vi. had lost    

vii. had been  viii. had chased  ix. had visited  x. had called 
 

g. Read the following news report and underline the past perfect tense form of the verb and circle the 

simple past tense form of the verb. 

INDIA BEAT PAKISTAN TO WIN - BLIND CRICKET WORLD CUP 

 Chasing a huge target of 308 runs, India   romped   home in the penultimate over of the match to defeat Pakistan 

and win the Blind Cricket World Cup. India   started off   their chase in a cracking manner, but had lost two quick 

wickets. Sunil Ramesh  rose  to the occasion as he  played  a great knock to help India  beat  Pakistan and had scored 

93 runs. Earlier India  won  the toss and had decided to bowl first. Pakistan  amassed  a huge score of 307 for eight 

in 40 overs. Their openers had given them a brisk start which the later batsmen capitalized on. 
 

h. Read the following extract and fill in the spaces with the right form of verbs and complete the passage. 

The first one is done for you. 

(i)  The poet stops to hear the maiden singing while she ____1_____ (cut) and ____2_______ (bind) the grain. 

The song of the lady ____3____ (fascinate) the poet, who ___4____ (stand) there to listen to the song. The 

girl _____5_____ (sing) a sad song. 
 

1.  was cutting    2. binding    3.  fascinated     4.  stood    5. sang 
 

(ii)  During the monsoon, a tender slightly warm breeze ___1__ (blow) on a cloudless afternoon. A sort of fragrance 

___2___ (rise) from the wet grass and trees in the sunlight. It   ___3___ (seem) as if the warm breath of the 

exhausted earth __4__ (fall) against one’s skin. A sweet-voiced bird somewhere __5__ (chirp) repeatedly. 
 

1. was blowing     2. rose     3.  seemed     4. was falling      5.  was chirping 
 

i.   Read the news item that appeared in a daily and fill in the blanks with suitable forms of the verbs given 

in brackets. 

Ever since social networking sites entered our lives, they  __1__ (serve) as platforms where users could use 

the virtual space offered by these social media. However, recent incidents  __2___ (cause) many to question 

the freedom to express views on various issues and in some cases, it  ___3___ (become) a dangerous platform. 

Social Contact  __4__ (transform) people. They  __5__ (develop) an addiction to it. 
 

1. have served 2. have caused  3. has become 4. has transformed  5.  have developed 
 

j. Read the following passage and correct the errors you come across. 

1.  Rajan slowly settle down in his retired life. His pension plus what his wife bring from the household work 

she does helped them to meet their requirements. Life is easy until one Sunday. His granddaughter Madhu 

come crying. The clay doll in her hand had broken into two. Rajan pacify her and promise to mend it. This 

small repair work become the founding stone of a very prosperous venture into making clay dolls which earn 

him great respect. 
 

Answer: Rajan slowly settled down in his retired life. His pension plus what his wife brought from the 

household work she had helped them to meet their requirements. Life is easy until one Sunday. His 

granddaughter Madhu came crying. The clay doll in her hand had broken into two. Rajan pacified her and 

promised to mend it. This small repair work became the founding stone of a very prosperous venture into 

making clay dolls which earned him great respect. 
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2.  Games and sports helps in recreation. Soccer, cricket, lawn tennis or wrestling is eagerly watched by millions 

of fans all over a world. It helps one got a temporary relief from the tensions of a day. The dedication 

displayed by all player in the field indicates the mental and spiritual development of the player. 
 

Answer: Games and sports help in recreation. Soccer, cricket, lawn tennis or wrestling are eagerly watched 

by millions of fans all over the world. It helps one get a temporary relief from the tensions of a day. The 

dedication displayed by all the players in the field indicate the mental and spiritual development of the 

player. 
 

 

 

WRITING 

i.  Prepare a notice to be displayed on the notice board of your school for the students of class 11, 

informing them about the educational tour that has been arranged for them the next month. (TB-17) 
 

NOTICE 
ABC HR. SEC.SCHOOL, TRICHY 4. 

EDUCATIONAL TOUR 

1STDecember 2018 

 This is to inform class 11 students that an educational tour has been arranged to Mahabalipuram and 

Puducherry on 2nd January.  Interested students can contact the undersigned for further details. 

(Sd/-) 

Anjana 

School Pupil Leader. 

 

 

ii. Write a notice about the inauguration of a laughter club in your school. 

NOTICE 
St. Joesph’s HSS, Kanyakumari. 

5th July, 2018 

LAUGTHER IS THE BEST MEDICINE 

We are glad to inform all the students that a laughter club is going to be inaugurated by our 

management on 13thJuly. 

Venue:  PETERS AUDITORIUM 

Time:  3.00 PM 

(Sd/-) 

Sanjana 

School Pupil Leader 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

 

      Example given in the Text Book: 

NOTICE 
Government Hr. Sec. School, Minjur 

1st February 2018 

Workshop on Precis Writing 

This is to inform all the students of Class XI and XII that a workshop on Precis Writing, will be held 

at 9.00 a.m. on 2nd February 2018 (Friday), in the school auditorium. It is mandatory for all the students 

to attend the workshop. For any type of query, please contact the under-signed 

(Sd/-) 

Evangeline 

(Head-girl) 
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b. Message 
Valli attends a phone call during her father’s absence. It is from her father’s friend. Later, she leaves a 

message for him, as she has to leave for her dance class. (Example given in Text Book) 

                                                                    2 p.m 

                                                                  15 Feb. 

Hi dad, 

Your friend Mr. Bala, from Salem, called this morning, to inform 

you that he has come to Chennai and will be visiting us this 

evening with his family. 

Valli 
 

You are the Sports Captain of your school. Write a message to the Physical Director, requesting 

him to be present during the football team selection scheduled for tomorrow. 
 

                                                                    2 p.m 

                                                                  15 Feb. 

Respected sir,  

Our school football team selection is scheduled for tomorrow. 

Please be present at 11a.m. at the Sports Room. 

Xxx 

Sports Captain 
 

c. Do you exercise regularly? If you do, which of these following activities do you prefer? Discuss and share with 

your partner a few lines about your preference. 

 a) walking   b) working out in a gym  c) swimming   d) cycling 
 

I prefer walking. It is economical. It is pollution free. We never depend upon any machines and electricity 

for walking. Especially early morning walking gives us more freshness to the whole day.  
 

Task : You are Mani/Megalai of Class XI, President of the English Club of your school. Draft a speech on 

the topic ‘Reading Maketh a Complete Man’ to be delievered in the school assembly. 
 

Good morning everyone! Respected Principal, teachers and friends; I am Mani/Megalai of Class 

XI and I stand before you to share a few thoughts on‘Reading Maketh a Complete Man’.  
 

Reading is an essential basic skill-building activity. One’s language fluency is determined by the 

quality of reading. Besides, vocabulary enrichment, ideas collection, familiarization with different types 

of writing formats, speaking fluency, etc, all depend upon reading. In all cultures and civilizations, much 

stress is laid on reading. Schools, colleges, and other academic institutes use reading as a major tool in 

imparting education to students. It is true that a person who has the reading habit, never feels lonely and 

bored. The books open up a magical world for him or her and he or she lives among angels in the pages of 

the books. Books never let the readers go astray. They make them wise and pragmatic. We must endeavour 

to develop the habit of reading.  
 

I wish to thank you all for having given me the opportunity to speak on the importance of Reading. 

Let us pledge to read more and more in our life. 
 

Study Skill questions: 
 

1.  Name the skills you would be able to acquire while Reading. 

 Intensive and extensive reading 

 Grasping meaning from the contexts 
 Expressing what you have understood, in appropriate words. 

2.  What is skimming? 

Skimming is the fastest reading speed and is generally used for getting an overall idea of the material read. 

Scanning is another useful tool for speeding up reading.  

3.  What is Scanning? 

While scanning, you look for specific information without reading everything. 

mailto:wtsteam100@gmail.com
http://www.waytosuccess.org/
https://edu.newsbundles.com
https://edu.newsbundles.com


 

  +1 English                                                          Unit-1                                                Way to success 

  wtsteam100@gmail.com                                    - 19 -                                       www.waytosuccess.org  

 

4.  What is Decoding?  

Decoding is the process by which graphic representations such as tables and graphs are interpreted. 

The data are made meaningful to the readers. 

5.  What is Encoding? 

Encoding is the process by which data (facts, figures) are presented in a non-verbal form. (i.e. as tables, 

graphs) 

6.  What is a prefix? 

A prefix is a letter or a group of letters which is added to the beginning of a root word in order to modigy it. 

Usually, the new word formed is the opposite of the given word. 

7.  What is a suffix? 
A suffix is a letter or a group of letters added to the end of a root word. Some suffixes change the grammatical 

function of the word. 

8.  What are derivatives? 

Words that are derived or formed from the base word by adding prefixes and suffixes are called derivatives. 

9.  What are Deteminers? 

Determiners are words placed in front of a noun to clarify what the noun refers to. 

10.  What are Tenses? 

Tenses of verbs are used to express time. They indicate the time and state of the action. 

11. What are the tips to be followed while writing notice? 

 Enclose in a box 

 Do not exceed 50 words. 

 Be brief, 

 Include details of event/ 

 Programme. 

 Avoid pronouns. 

 Use passive form. 

12.  What is a message? 

A message is a verbal, written, or recorded communication sent to or left for a recipient who cannot be 

contacted directly. 

13.  What is the format for drafting a speech?  

Format 

 Analyse the topic and be clear about the purpose of the speech. 

 Gather enough material. 

 Construct an outline. Don’t forget to greet and thank the audience. 

 Add supporting details. 

 Think of an effective opening. 

 Sum up your points in your conclusion. 

 Write your speech and edit it  
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Poem – 1  

ONCE UPON A TIME  
(Kd;ndhU fhyj;jpy;…)  

Gabriel Okara 
 

 
Once upon a time, son 

They used to laugh with their hearts 

And laugh with their eyes: 

But now they only laugh with their teeth 

While their ice-block-cold eyes 

Search behind my shadow. 

Kd;ndhU fhyj;jpy; kfNd>  
mth;fs; tof;fkhf ,jaG+u;tkhf rpupg;ghu;fs; 
ntFspahd fz;fshy; rpupg;ghu;fs; - Mdhy; 
,g;nghOJ mth;fs; gw;fshy; Nghypahfr; rphpf;fpwhh;fs;. 
mNj rkak; mth;fSila czh;T ,y;yhj fz;fs; 
vdJ epoYf;Fg; gpd;dhy; vijNah NjLfpd;wd. 

There was a time indeed  

They used to shake hands with their hearts 

But that’s gone, son 

Now they shake hands without hearts 

While their left hands search   

My empty pockets. 

mg;gb xU fhyk; cz;ikahfNt ,Ue;jJ.   
mth;fs; tof;fkhf ,jag;g+h;tkhf ifFYf;Fthu;fs;.   
Mdhy; mJ Ngha;tpl;lJ> kfNd - mth;fs; 
,g;nghOJ; ,jaG+u;tkhf ,y;yhky; ifFYf;Ffpwhu;fs; 
mtu;fsJ ,lJ ifNah NjLfpwJ. 
vdJ fhypahd rl;ilg;igfis 

“Feel at home!”, “Come again”: 

They say, and when I come 

Again and feel 

At home, once, twice 

There will be no thrice – 

For then I find doors shut on me. 

“nrhe;j tPLNghy; epidj;Jf;nfhs;”> “kPz;Lk; th.” 
vd;W mth;fs; $Wfpwhh;fs;> ehd; kPz;Lk; tUk;NghJ  
kPz;Lk; nrhy;yg;gLfpwJ nrhe;j tPLNghy; 
epidj;Jf;nfhs; vd> xU Kiw ,uz;L Kiw. 
Mdhy; %d;whk; Kiw nrhy;ykhl;lhu;fs;. 
mjd; gpwF vdf;fhd fjTfs; %lg;gLtijNa ghu;f;fpNwd;. 

So I have learnt many things, son 

I have learned to wear many faces 

Like dresses – home face 

Office face, street face, host face 

Cocktail face, with all their conforming smiles 

Like a fixed portrait smile. 

MfNt ehd; gy tpraq;fis fw;wpUf;fpNwd;> kfNd 
ehd; gy Kfq;fis mzpe;J nfhs;sf; fw;wpUf;fpNwd;.   
cilfs; khw;WtJ NghyNt> - tPl;L Kfk;> 
mYtyf Kfk;> njU Kfk;> tpUe;jspg;gth; Kfk;> 
midj;Jk; fye;j Kfk;> midj;jpYk; rpupj;j Kfk; 
epiyahd xU Xtpaj;jpd; Gd;dif Nghy 

And I have learned too 

To laugh with only my teeth 

And shake hands without my heart 

I have also learned to say “Goodbye” 

When I mean “Good-riddance”: 

To say “Glad to meet you” 

Without being glad; and to say “It’s been 

Nice talking to you”, after being bored. 

ehDk;$l fw;wpUf;fpNwd;> 
Nghypahf gw;fshy; kl;Lk; rphpg;gjw;F 
,jag+h;tkhf ,y;yhky; iffis FYf;Ftjw;F 
ehDk; fw;wpUf;fpNwd;. “Fl; ig” vd;W nrhy;tjw;F 
mjw;F ehd;nfhs;Sk; nghUs; “ey;y epk;kjp”  
“cq;fis re;jpg;gjpy; kfpo;r;rp” vd;W nrhy;tjw;F  
kfpo;r;rpNa ,y;yhky; 
“cq;fsplk; NgrpaJ ed;whf ,Ue;jJ”  
vd;W rypg;gile;jgpd; nrhy;tjw;F (fw;wpUf;fpNwd;) 

But believe me, son. 

I want to be what I used to be 

When I was like you. I want 

to unlearn all these muting things. 

Most of all, I want to relearn 

how to laugh, for my laugh in the mirror 

shows only my teeth like a snake’s bare fangs! 

Mdhy; vd;id ek;G> kfNd> 
ehd; vg;gb ,Uf;fpNwNdh> mJNghyNt ,Uf;f tpUk;gpNdd; 
ehd; cd;idg; Nghy; ,Uf;Fk;nghOJ> 
,j;jifa kiwf;Fk; tpraq;fis fy;yhky; ,Ug;gjw;F 
kw;wtu;fSf;fhf ehd; kPz;Lk; fw;f tpUk;gpNdd; 
vg;gbr; rpupg;gJ fz;zhbapy; vd; rpupg;igf; fhz 
gw;fis kl;Lk; fhl;b ghk;gpd; nfhba tp\g; gy; Nghy 

So show me, son, 

how to laugh; show me how 

I used to laugh and smile 

once upon a time when I was like you. 

Mifahy; vdf;Ff; fhz;gp> kfNd 
vg;gbr; rphpg;gJ> vg;gb vd;W vdf;Ff; fhz;gp> 
ehd; tof;fkhfr; rphpg;gjw;Fk; Gd;difg;gjw;Fk;..  
xU fhyj;jpy; ehd; cd;idg; Nghy;jhd; ,Ue;Njd;. 
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Answers for Warm Up: 

a.  Guess what friendly words of two gentlemen exchange when shaking hands. 

A. Hi, friend very glad to meet you 

B. Hai I am glad too. 

A. Very much memorable moment this is! 

B. Yeah I agree with you. 
 

b. The children in the picture are watching an exciting sporting event their school team is winning. Suggest suitable 

utterances reflecting their feelings: 
 

Hurrah! Our team has won the match 

Hey!  We are the winners 

 Ooooooo!  Our team deserves the winning 
 

c. Given a chance, any adult would wish to become a child again for many reasons. Fill the boxes 

with some of what you imagine could be the reasons. 
 

e.g. I need not worry 

about project deadlines. 

I will be forgiven for 

simple mistakes. 

I can play without worries. I can joyfully fight with 

my siblings. 

I can wear my pajamas 

the whole day. 

I will have stress-free 

life. 

I don’t have responsibil-

ities except my studies. 

I can enjoy the school 

life with my friends. 

I can sleep as long as I 

like. 

I am being fondled by 

my grandparents. 

I can easily climb the trees 

and pluck the fruits. 

I can have more friends.  

 

Appreciation Questions: Page 23 

1. Based on your understanding of the poem answer the following questions in one or two 

sentences each. 

i.   What do you associate with the title of the poem? 

  The title clearly indicates about the past. I associate that a fairytale may be in a poetic form. 

Here ‘Once upon a Time’ suggests how people were once. It is far from what is being witnessed 

in the society now. 

ii.   What is the relationship between the narrator and the listener? 

  The relationship between the narrator and the listener is father and son. 
 

iii.  What happens to the poet when he visits someone for the third time? 

  When the poet visits someone for the third time, they will get fed up and slam the doors shut.  

In other words they won’t allow him to come into their house. 
 

iv.  Pick out the expressions that indicate conflicting ideas. 

The expressions that indicate conflicting ideas are “laugh with their hearts and laugh with their 

eyes”, and “laugh with their teeth”.   Laughing with one’s heart and eyes reveal real gladness. But 

laughing with one’s teeth reveals one’s external showy love. 
 

v.   How does the poet compare his face with dresses? 

  The poet learnt how to change faces in different situations. Like changing dresses, he is forced 

to wear facial expressions. 

vi.  What does the poet mean when he says ‘good bye’? 

  The poet has been able to change with the society.  He has learnt learnt to say ‘good bye’ in an 

unnatural way. 

vii.  What pleasantries does the poet use to fake cordiality? 

  In the first line of the third stanza “Feel at home!”, “Come again” the poet uses fake cordiality.  

People welcome the guests for two times but the third time they will treat the guests differently. 
 

viii.  What does he desire to relearn and unlearn? 

  The poet desires to learn how to say goodbye in a nice way.  He desires to unlearn all the bad 

habits he has picked up over the years. 
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ix.  How is the poet’s laugh reflected in the mirror? 

     The poet’s laugh reflected in the mirror is like a snake’s bare teeth. 
 

x.   What does the poet long for? 

      The poet longs for child-like innocence.   

xi.  Mention the qualities the child in the poem symbolizes. 

  Innocence and ignorance are the qualities of the child in the poem symbolizes. 
 

Book Back Questions (Page 24): 

2.  Fill in the blanks choosing the words from the box given and complete the summary of the poem:  

  The poet Okara in this narrative monologue painfully condemns the __(a)___ displayed by adults, 

both in their words and actions. Here, a father laments to his son about the negative changes that creep 

into the attitude and behaviour of humans, when they grow into __(b)___. He says that people used 

to be ___(c)___ when they laugh and the honesty would be reflected in their eyes. But, people of 

modern times laugh ___(d)____. Their handshakes used to be warm and happy conveying a sense of 

togetherness, but nowadays the handshakes have become a mere __(e)___. He warns his son that 

people are not trust-worthy and have become so selfish that they are concerned only about their own 

__(f)___ benefits. People utter words of welcome and exchange ___(g)____, but those words come 

only from the tip of their tongues and not from the depth of their hearts. Humans have learnt the art 

of changing their ___(h)____expressions according to situations merely to ensure social acceptance. 

They wear___(i)____ and exhibit multiple faces. The narrator admits that he has also changed into a 

hypocrite. However, he tells his son that though he __(j)____ his expressions, he does all these against 

his will. He says he wants to become a __(k)___again and laugh genuinely. He wants to __(l)___ the 

unreal things and __(m)___how to laugh as he had done once upon a time. When he laughs before 

the __(n)____, he sees no expression. His teeth are bare like that of the __(o)___ of a snake. So, he 

asks his son to show him how to laugh the way he used to laugh, when he was a kid like him. 
 

a) duplicity    b) adults    c) genuine      d) superficially      e) fakes    f) personal      g) pleasantries      

h) facial      i)  falsity       j) masks       k) child      l) unlearn      m) relearn      n) mirror     o) fangs   
 

3A.  Interpret each of the following expressions used in the poem, in one or two lines:   

i. Laugh with their eyes 

The poet means once the people laugh whole heartedly. 
 

ii. Shake hands without hearts 

The poet means nowadays people shake their hands without any involvement. They shake just 

for formality. 
 

iii. Like a fixed portrait smile 

Just like people keep changing dresses to suit different occasions, the poet has learnt to behave 

differently in different situations 
 

iv. Hands search my empty pockets 

Nowadays people introduce themselves without any involvement and they estimate other’s value. 
 

v. To unlearn all these muting things 

 The poet wants to get rid of this false laugh showing only the teeth. 

 

3B. Read the lines given below and answer the questions that follow: 

 i.   ‘But now they only laugh with their teeth, 

      While their ice-block –cold eyes…’ 

 a) Who are ‘they’? 

  They are people of modern days. 
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 b) Explain: ice-block-cold eyes. 

  The expression ‘ice-block-cold eyes’ refers to eyes without any warmth of feeling. 

 c) Identify the figure of speech used here. 

  Metaphor 
  

 ‘ii.  Most of all, I want to relearn 

           How to laugh, for my life in the mirror 

           Shows only my teeth like a snake’s bare fangs!’ 

a) Why does the poet want to relearn how to laugh? 

  The poet wants to show his real feelings.  Hence he wants to relearn how to laugh. 

 b)  Whom does the poet want to relearn from? 

            The poet wants to relearn from his son. 

 c)  Mention the figure of speech used here. 

            like a snake’s bare fangs - Simile 
 

ADDITIONAL APPRECIATION QUESTIONS: 
1.  Once upon a time, son, 

they used to laugh with their hearts 

and laugh with their eyes: 

but now they only laugh with their teeth, 

while their ice-block-cold eyes 

search behind my shadow.  
 

a)   What does the poet convey through the oft-repeated phrase, ‘once upon a time?’ 

  Here ‘Once upon a Time’ suggests how people behaved in the past. Maybe the poet thinks that 

expecting sincerity in people’s actions is like a fairy tale, which is not real.  

b)   Whom is the poet talking to? 

The poet is talking to his son. 

c)   What does the poet mean by “laugh with their hearts” and “laugh with their teeth?” 

Laughing with one’s heart reveals real gladness while laughing with one’s teeth reveals one’s 

external showy love. 
 

d)   What are ‘they’ searching behind the poet’s shadow? 
   Search behind one’s shadow means that people have a habit of accepting shadows rather than 

accepting real people.  

e)   What do you understand by ‘laughing with teeth?’ 

Laughter or smile is the outcome of happiness. When we pretend to be happy, then we smile by 

showing our teeth by opening the mouth as wide as possible.  
 

f)   How is laughing with heart different from that with teeth? 

Laughing with heart is the genuine expression of happiness and harmony. On the other hand, 

laughing with teeth is fake. 

g)   What does ‘ice-block-cold eyes’ suggest? 

‘Ice-block-cold eyes’ refers to people’s insensitivity and lack of gentle emotions to fellow 

beings in the society. 
 

h)   Why does the poet address the poem to his son? 

The poet is sad that he belongs to a fake society, fake expressions and smile. He doesn’t want his son 

to have this hollowness of the society. So he addresses his poem to his son. 

i)   What is the poet’s emotion when he says, ‘Once upon a time, son, they used to laugh with 

their hearts?’ 
The poet is sad and helpless. He feels nostalgic about the lost charm of the society, once upon a time.  
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2. There was a time indeed 

they used to shake hands with their hearts: 

but that’s gone, son. 

Now they shake hands without hearts 

while their left hands search 

my empty pockets. 
 

a)  How do people shake hands without hearts? 

 People express fake intimacy with people they don’t like. They shake hands without hearts.  
 

b)  What do people’s left hands do while their right hands shake hands with people? 

 While shaking hands with their right hands, people send their left hands into their friends’ 

pockets. It means friendship and intimacy is all for selfish motives. 
 

3. ‘Feel at home!’ ‘Come again’: 

They say, and when I come 

Again and feel 

At home, once, twice, 

There will be no thrice- 

For then I find doors shut on me. 
 

a)  Why do people invite repeatedly? 

People repeatedly invite their friends but they don’t expect them to accept the invitations. They 

invite without any sincerity.  
 

b)  Why is there no ‘third time’ for the poet to feel at his host’s home? 

When the poet visits someone for the third time, the host will get fed up and slam the doors 

shut.  The host won’t allow the author to come into his house. 
 

4. So I have learned many things, son. 

I have learned to wear many faces 

like dresses – home face, 

office face, street face, host face, 

cocktail face, with all their conforming smiles 

like a fixed portrait smile. 
 

a) What has the poet learnt about faces? 

  The poet has learnt how to change faces according to different situations. 
 

b) Why is the poet forced to wear faces? 

  The poet is forced to wear faces because many people wear smiles like dresses and none is 

sincere and honest. 
 

5. And I have learned too 

to laugh with only my teeth 

and shake hands without my heart. 

I have also learned to say, ‘Goodbye’, 

when I mean ‘Good-riddance’: 

to say ‘Glad to meet you’, 

without being glad; and to say ‘It’s been 

nice talking to you’, after being bored. 
 

a) Do you think that the poet has been able to change with the society? Give an example. 

 Yes, I think that the poet has been able to change with the society.  He has learnt to laugh 

artificially and learnt to say hello in an unnatural way. 
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b) What do you mean by ‘good riddance’? 

 It is an expression of relief at being free of any unwanted person, 
 

c) Mention the poetic device employed here.  Explain with an example. 

 The poet used Oxymoron here.  It is known from the line “It’s been nice talking to you’ after 

being bored. 
 

6. But believe me, son. 

I want to be what I used to be 

when I was like you. I want 

to unlearn all these muting things. 

Most of all, I want to relearn 

how to laugh, for my laugh in the mirror 

shows only my teeth like a snake’s bare fangs! 
 

a) What is the poet asking his son to teach him? Why? 

 The poet is asking his son to teach how to behave as a young boy.  The poet is getting tired of 

all the artificial and unnatural attitude of people.   
 

b) Which muting things is the poet referring to? 

 Laughing unnaturally and shaking hands inwardly with contempt and hatred but outwardly 

with a fake smile are the muting things the poet is referring to. 

c) What made the poet’s teeth look in the mirror like those of a snake? 

 The artificial smile of the poet made his teeth look in the mirror like those of a snake. 
 

7. So show me, son, 

how to laugh; show me how 

I used to laugh and smile 

once upon a time when I was like you. 
 

a)  Who is the speaker here? 

 The poet is the speaker here. 
 

b)  What does the poet ask his son to show? 

 The poet asks his son to show how to laugh and smile. 
 

c)  What is the figure of speech employed in the last line? 

 when I was like you - Simile 
 

d)  What is the message conveyed in these last lines? 
 The poet wants the younger generation to behave naturally and sincerely.   

 

Book Back Questions (Text page 24): 

3C. Explain the following lines with reference to the context:  

   i.  Once upon a time, son 

       They used to laugh with their hearts 

Context:   

The above lines are taken from the poem “Once upon a Time” written by Gabriel Okara, a 

Nigerian poet. 

Explanation: 

 The poem is a father’s address to his son., where the father wants to learn from his son how to 

go back to normality and no longer fake. The poem starts by the father telling his son how the 

people used to laugh with their hearts in olden times. 

Comment: 

This description in the poem gives the impression of genuine emotion given off by the people in the past  
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ii. There will be no thrice 

Context: 

The above lines are taken from the poem “Once upon a Time” written by Gabriel Okara, a 

Nigerian poet. 

Explanation: 

In the first line of the third stanza “Feel at home!”, “Come again” the poet uses fake cordiality.  

People welcome the guests for two times but the third time they will treat differently. 

Comment: Their falseness is reflected in the language they use.   
 

iii. I have learned to wear my faces 

     Like dresses….. 

Context: 

The above lines are taken from the poem “Once upon a Time” written by Gabriel Okara, a 

Nigerian poet. 

Explanation: 

The poet presents the adaptations and solutions that the man has found to counter the problems. 

He tells of the false personalities or of his ‘many faces’. He says that he has an ‘office-face, street-

face, and host-face, proving that he acts differently under different circumstances. He then adds 

that they have, ‘conforming smiles, like a fixed portrait’.  

Comment: This suggests, even more, falseness and changes. 
 

iv. I want to be what I used to be 

Context: 

The above lines are taken from the poem “Once upon a Time” written by Gabriel Okara, a 

Nigerian poet. 

Explanation: 

The poet tells his son that he wants to go back to his childhood. He wants to get back his lost 

identity. He expresses a desire to unlearn whatever he has forced himself to learn. 

Comment: 

He asks his son to help him be happy once again and acquire the childlike innocence he once 

possessed as a child. 
 

ADDITONAL ERCS: 

Stanza 1 

Once upon a time, son 

They used to laugh with their eyes: 

But now they only laugh with their teeth, 

While their ice-block-cold eyes 

Search behind my shadow. 

Context:   

The above lines are from the poem “Once upon a Time” written by “Gaberiel Okara”, a Nigerian Poet.  

Explanation 

Here ‘Once upon a Time’ suggests how people behaved in the past. ‘Once upon a Time’ is a phrase 

used in ‘fairy tales’. Maybe the poet thinks that expecting sincerity in people’s actions is like a 

fairy tale, which is not real. In the past people were honest, sincere in their dealings with one 

another. But now the laugh does not express any real happiness. People laugh showing their teeth. 

“Ice-block-cold eyes” refers to absence of any real feeling. The idiom “to be under somebody’s 

shadow” means to receive less attention than another person. Here the poet means that while 

greeting each other people don’t have any real love or attraction. 

Comment:  These lines give the impression of genuine emotion given off by the people.  
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Stanza 2 

There was a time indeed 

They used to shake hands with their hearts: 

But that’s gone, son. 

Now they shake hands without hearts: 

While their left hands search 

My empty pockets. 

Context:   

The above lines are from the poem “Once upon a Time” written by “GaberielOkara”, a Nigerian Poet.  

Explanation 

The poet uses the words ‘hearts’ and ‘faces’ to refer to emotion. He says that people in the past 

showed emotions on their faces coming from the heart when shaking hands or when laughing. It 

is true that we can see the emotion in one’s eyes. 

Comment: 

These lines give the impression of genuine emotion given off by the people in the past.  
 

Stanza 3 

‘Feel at home!’ ‘Come again’: 

They say, and when I come 

Again and feel 

At home, once, twice, 

There will be no thrice – 

For then I find doors shut on me. 

Context:   

The above lines are from the poem “Once upon a time” written by ‘Gaberiel Okara’, a Nigerian Poet.  

Explanation 

The poet says that people these days are not sincere when they say ‘feel at home’ and ‘come again. 

They do not really invite other people. The words are used only for the sake of formality. 

Comment: These lines brings out the false love and respect expressed.   
 

Stanza 4 

So I have learned many things, son. 

I have learned to wear many faces 

Like dresses – home face, 

office face, street face, host face, 

cocktail face, with all their conforming smiles 

like a fixed portrait smile. 

Context:   

The above lines are from the poem “Once upon a Time” written by ‘Gaberiel Okara’, a Nigerian Poet.  

Explanation 

The speaker tells us that he has learnt to deal with this fake, insincere world by changing himself 

like other those people. Like others, he too hides his real feelings. He says that he has learnt “to 

wear many faces like dresses” Just like people keep changing dresses to suit different occasions, 

the poet has learnt to behave differently in different situations. 

Comment: 

The poet dramatically pictures falseness and changes. 
 

Stanza 5 

And I have learned too 

To laugh with only my teeth 
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And shake hands without my heart. 

I have also learned to say, ‘Goodbye’, 

When I mean ‘Good-riddance’; 

To say ‘Glad to meet you’, 

Without being glad; and to say ‘It’s been 

Nice talking to you’, after being bored. 

Context:   

The above lines are from the poem “Once upon a Time” written by ‘Gaberiel Okara’, a Nigerian Poet.  

Explanation 

The poet admits that he has learnt to say what fits each situation instead of speaking the truth. He 

fakes his behaviour. When he feels like saying ‘Good-riddance’, he says ‘Goodbye’. When he 

feels like saying ‘Good-riddance’, He says ‘Glad to meet you’, without feeling glad. 

Comment: 

The poet says he has also learnt to greet people with pretended gladness. 
 

Stanza 6 

But believe me, son. 

I want to be what I used to be  

When I was like you. I want 

To unlearn all these muting things 

Most of all, I want to relearn 

How to laugh, for my laugh in the mirror 

Shows only my teeth like a snake’s bare fangs! 
 

Context:   

The above lines are from the poem “Once upon a time” written by “Gaberiel Okara”, a Nigerian Poet.  

Explanation: 

Here ‘muting’ refers to ‘changing all the time’. The poet has learnt to behave with pretended 

gladness. He tells his son that he wants to get rid of this false laugh showing only the teeth. The 

comparison of his laugh in the mirror to a snake’s bare fangs brings out the fact that the smile is 

artificial and might be dangerous. The poet regrets his fake behaviour and so expresses his desire 

to unlearn all those bad things and learn how to laugh sincerely. 

Comment: 

These lines express the poet’s longing to go back in time and have his childlike innocence and 

sincerity. 
 

Stanza 7 

So, show me, son, 

How to laugh; show me how 

I used to laugh and smile 

Once upon a time when I was like you. 

Context:   

The above lines are from the poem “Once upon a Time” written by “Gaberiel Okara”, a Nigerian Poet.  

Explanation 

The poet asks his son to show how to laugh sincerely. Children do not fake things. They show 

what they really feel. Again, the phrase ‘once upon a time’ reiterates the fact that he wants to be 

what he used to be long time ago as a boy. 

Comment: 

The poet asks his son to help him be happy once again and acquire the childlike innocence he 

once possessed as a boy. 
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Book Back Paragraph Questions: 

4.  Answer the following questions in about 100 – 150 words each: 

i)  Explain the things the poet has learnt when he grew into an adult. 

  Gabriel Okara (the Nigerian poet) brings out the difference between the behaviour of the 

people in the past and their behaviour at present. In the past people laughed with their hearts 

sincerely. They greeted one another with real gladness. But now, people laugh with any real 

happiness and greet one another with an artificial, pretended smile. Okara says that he has also 

learnt to behave in an artificial manner like other people. 
 

ii)  This poem is nothing but a criticism of modern life.  Justify this statement. 

  The background of the poem is that the poet remembers the way people used to behave 

and interact with each other in the past and how people interact with others now. The purpose of 

this poem is to try to bring them back to the past behaviour with emotion and with their heart. 

The poem is a father’s address to his son. The son is a small boy and he does things with real 

emotion. The father wants to forget his fake personality and re-learn really the cordial behaviour. 

And he is asking the son to show him how to express true love and show real feelings to others. 
 

iii. Face is the index of the mind.  Does this adage concur with the views of the poet? 

“Face is the index of the mind” is a proverb. It means that our facial expressions reveal 

our feelings----joy, anger, sorrow, disapproval etc. This is true to some extent. But in the poem 

“Once upon a time”, Okara disproves this proverb. Nowadays people greet one another with a 

smile, but there is no real happiness. On meeting somebody they say “glad to see you”, but they 

are not really glad, but they are bored. When somebody says, “good bye” with a smiling face, he 

(she) is thinking “good riddance” with these examples, Okara proves that the proverb “Face is 

the index of the mind” cannot be always true. 

  

ADDITIONAL PARAGRAPH QUESTIONS:                          
 

iv.  Justify the title of the poem “once upon a time” (or) What does the title of the poem 

“Once upon a time” indicate? 
 Gabriel Okara, a Nigerian poet is the composer of the poem “Once upon a time”. This is 

very catchy title. It clearly indicates the past. The poet remembers that in the past, people used 

to show happiness from their hearts on meeting someone. But nowadays people think that the 

arrival of a guest creates big problem. So they want riddance at the earliest possible. Artificiality 

has taken the place of reality. He remarks that there was a time when people felt real joy on 

meeting their friends and relatives. Their behaviour was so genuine and full of warmth affection. 

But nowadays people shake hands with their rights, while their left hands search their friend’s 

pocket to get something. In the poem the poet has contrasted the past with the present, so the title 

is justified and appropriate. 
 

 CREATIVE PARAGRAPH: (HOTS QUESTIONS) 

v.  Childishness is a great virtue  -  Elucidate this point with special reference to the poem ‘Once 

Upon a Time’.   (OR)  What are the values and African cultures presented by the poet? 

(HOTS-Higher Order Thinking Skill Questions) 
 

 Okara’s poem “Once upon a Time” presents an interesting reading. The poem is a 

monologue----the poet addresses his son, but his son does not say anything. 
 

The poet compares the behavior of the people in the past and their behavior at present. 

Once upon a time people laughed with their hearts, that is sincerely. Their eyes shone with real 

happiness. But now people laugh without real feelings. They only show their teeth while laughing 

and their eyes are “ice-block-cold”. Now people shake hands without real gladness. A person 
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shakes his right hand with another, but his left hand is trying to pick the other man’s pocket. 

“Feel at home” and “Come again” are simply said without sincere feeling. When the poet visits 

someone for a third time the doors are shut on him! 
 

Now the poet says that he has also learnt to behave like other people. He puts an artificial 

gladness. He changes his facial expression according to different situations. He has become a 

fake. Now the poet feels sorry for his behavior. He wishes to go back to his boyhood days and 

show real feelings. He wants his son to make him (the poet) unlearn the artificial behavior. The 

poets’ son is a small boy and he has the childlike innocence. “Childishness is a great virtue”, 

because children are simple and they do not know the pretended behavior. Okara feels that 

colonization of Africa by European countries (England, France and others) has spoilt the native 

African simplicity and sincerity. 
 

Book Back Exercise (Text pg 24): 

5.    Listening Activity: First read the questions given below. Next, listen to an excerpt from a poem 

read out by your teacher or played on a recorder. Note how a child admires and praises the 

abilities of his/her father. Then tick the right answers from the options given.  
 

i) When the __________ needs to be repaired, they have to hire a man. 

  a) heater b) furnace c) stove  d) oven 

ii) Father knows no word like ______ 

  a) fail  b) frail  c) jail   d) snail 

iii) It is certain that the father would restore the ________ of the family members. 

  a) glory b) properity c) confidence  d) happiness 

iv) The father not be able to mend a broken ___________ 

  a) table  b) bench c) chair  d)stool 

v) The children expect their ________ to guide them in action. 

  a) mother b) father c) teacher  d) guardian 
 

     Answer: i) b) furnance     ii) a) fail     iii)  c) confidence     iv) c) chair    v) a) mother 
 

Poetic Devices:  

1. Repetition: "Once upon a time" in the 1st and last lines 

2. Simile: Like dresses – home face (Line 21) 

3. Simile:"..conforming smile like a fixed portrait smile." (Line 24) 

4. When I was like you. I want (Line 35) 

5. once upon a time when I was like you. (Line 43) 

6. Metaphor: "Ice-block cold eyes" (Line 5) 

7. Sarcasm:"feel at home!" "come again" (Line 13) 
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Supplementary – 1  

AFTER TWENTY YEARS  
(,UgJ Mz;LfSf;Fg; gpwF…)  

O. Henry 
 

 

Warm Up: 
a. What do you expect your close friends to do for you? Beautify the petals with yourthoughts. 

           1.entertain   2.share  3. help  4. care   5. advice    6. co-operate   7. trust  8. comfort 
 

b. i)  Find out when the International Day of Friendship is celebrated.  

            The International Day of Friendship is celebrated on 30th July of every year. 

    ii) How is that day celebrated?  

   To mark the International Day of Friendship, the UN encourages governments, organizations, and community 

groups to hold events, activities and initiatives that promote solidarity, mutual understanding and reconciliation. The 

International Day of Friendship is a UN observance and not a public holiday. The UN wanted to involve young 

people, as future leaders, in community activities that include different cultures and promote international 

understanding and respect for diversity. 
 

c. We have heard of the proverb ‘Familiarity breeds contempt’. Do you think that the passage of time 

strengthens friendship? Share your reasons with your class.  

   We never value the things which we are always closely associated with. We never consider those things 

a valuable one. For example, We never value the affection between us and our parents and also the friendship 

between us and our close friends. Our intimacy with our friends will get strength, if we leave from them. The 

passage of time makes us always think of our friends. It will strengthen the friendship. 
 

Here is a story entitled ‘After Twenty 

Years’ which is about two best friends 

who had to part ways. They return to keep 

an appointment they had made twenty 

years ago. Read to find out what happens 

when they meet again. 

gphpe;J nrd;w ,uz;L rpwe;j ez;gh;fisg; gw;wp “,UgJ 
tUlq;fSf;Fg; gpwF” vd;w jiyg;gpy; ,q;F xU fij 
nfhLf;fg;gl;Ls;sJ. mth;fs; ,UgJ tUlq;fSf;F 
Kd;dhy; mth;fsJ el;G njhlh;tjw;F xU re;jpg;Gj; 
jpl;lj;ij cUthf;fpf; nfhz;L kPz;Lk; te;J 
re;jpf;fpwhh;fs;. mth;fs; kPz;Lk; re;jpf;Fk; nghOJ vd;d 
elf;fpwJ vd;gijg; gbj;Jj; njupe;Jnfhs;Sq;fs;. 

The policeman on the beat moved up the 

avenue impressively. The impressiveness 

was habitual and not for show, for 

spectators were few. The time was barely 10 

o’clock at night, but chilly gusts of wind with 

a taste of rain in them had well nigh 

deepeopled the streets. 

xU fhtyh; mfykhd me;jj; njUtpy; RWRWg;ghf 
cyhte;Jnfhz;bUe;jhu;.  me;j RWRWg;G  tof;fkhd 
xd;Wjhd;. ghu;itahsu;fs; FiwT vd;gjhy; kw;wtu;fs; 
ghu;g;gjw;fhf mtu; mg;gb nra;atpy;iy. Neuk; ,uT 10 
kzpia neUq;fpf;nfhz;bUe;jJ.  kio thridAld; tPrpa 
Fsph;r;rpahd fhw;Wld; Vwf;Fiwa kf;fs; FbapUf;ff;$ba 
njUf;fshf ,Ue;jJ. 

Trying doors as he went, twirling his club 

with many intricate and artful movements, 

turning now and then to cast his watchful eye 

adown the pacific thoroughfare, the officer, 

with his stalwart form and slight swagger, 

made a fine picture of a guardian of the 

peace. The vicinity was one that kept early 

hours. Now and then you might see the lights 

of a cigar store or of an all night lunch 

counter; but the majority of the doors 

belonged to business places that had long 

since been closed. 

 

nry;Yk;NghNj G+l;bapUe;j xt;nthU fjTfisAk; 
Nrhjpj;Jf;nfhz;Nl> jhd; itj;jpUe;j fk;Gfis 
Row;wpf;nfhz;Nl> gy Mz;Lfs; jhk; ngw;w gapw;rpfspd; 
tpisthf gy rpf;fyhd kw;Wk; fiyeakpf;f mirTfSlDk;> 
mt;tg;NghJ jpUk;gpg; ghu;j;Jf;nfhz;L jd;Dila 
[hf;fpuijahd fz;fshy; me;j njUtpd; fPo;gFjp KOtJk; 
msntLj;Jf;nfhz;Nl te;j me;j mjpfhup kpfTk; 
nghWg;ghdtuhf nfhQ;rk; fz;bg;ghdtuhf xU mikjpapd; 
fhtyUf;Fz;lhd midj;J mk;rq;fSlDk; njd;gl;lhu;. 
me;jg;gFjp Ngf;fupfs; mjpfKs;s gFjp vd;gjhy; tpahghupfs; 
tpbaw;fhiyapy;jhd; RWRWg;ghf ,aq;Fthu;fs;. RUl;Lf; fil 
kw;Wk; ,uTNeu cztfq;fspd; ntspr;rq;fis kl;LNk 
Mq;fhq;Nf ePq;fs; ghu;f;fyhk;.  kw;wgb tpahghuk; eilngWk; 
filfs; midj;Jk; %lg;gl;L ntF Neukhfptpl;lJ.  
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When about midway of a certain block the 

policeman suddenly slowed his walk. In the 

doorway of a darkened hardware store a man 

leaned, with an unlighted cigar in his mouth. 

As the policeman walked up to him the man 

spoke up quickly. 

  xU Fwpg;gpl;l gpshf;fpd; eLg;gFjpapy;> fhtyhpd; eil 
Ntfk; jpBnud Fiwe;jJ.  xU kdpjd; xU G+l;lg;gl;l 
,Ul;lhd ,Uk;G [hkhd;fs; tpw;Fk; filapd; 
Eiothapypy;> thapy; gw;witf;fg;glhj xU RUl;Lld; 
rha;e;J epd;Wnfhz;bUe;jhd;. fhtyh; mtid Nehf;fp 
ele;J nrd;wjhy;> me;j kdpjd; clNd Ngrpdhd;. 

“It's all right, officer,” he said, reassuringly. 

“I’m just waiting for a friend. It's an 

appointment made twenty years ago. Sounds 

a little funny to you, doesn't it? Well, I'll 

explain if you'd like to make certain it's all 

straight. About that long ago there used to be 

a restaurant where this store stands—Big 

Joe’ Brady's restaurant.” 

“ey;yJ> Iah” kpfTk; Mu;tkhfr; nrhd;dhd;. “ehd; xU 
ez;gUf;fhf fhj;Jf; nfhz;bUf;fpNwd;. mJ xU ,UgJ 
Mz;LfSf;F Kd;dhy; jPl;lg;gl;l re;jpg;Gj; jpl;lk;.  mJ 
cq;fSf;F Ntbf;ifahf ,Uf;Fk;  ,y;iyah? rhp> 
mjDila tptuq;fis ePq;fs; Mu;tkhf ,Ue;jhy; ehd; 
Neubahfr; nrhy;Ntd;. Vwf;Fiwa gy tUlq;fSf;F 
Kd;G ,e;jf; fil ,Uf;Fk; ,lj;jpy;> “gpf; N[h gpuhb]; 
nu];lhnuz;l;” vd;w xd;W ,Ue;jJ.   

"Until five years ago," said the policeman. "It 

was torn down then." 

The man in the doorway struck a match and 

lit his cigar. The light showed a pale, square–

jawed face with keen eyes, and a little white 

scar near his right eyebrow. His scarf pin was 

a large diamond, oddly set. 

 

“Ie;J tUlq;fSf;F Kd;G tiu mJ ,Ue;jJ.  mJ 
gpd;du; ,bf;fg;gl;Ltpl;lJ.” fhtyu; nrhd;dhu;. me;j 
kdpjd; filthapypy; epd;W nfhz;L mtUila RUl;il 
xU jPf;Fr;rpahy; curp neUg;igg; gw;witj;jhh;. me;j 
ntspr;rk; xU ntspwpa Mu;tkhd fz;fs; nfhz;l rJu 
tbt jhilnfhz;l Kfj;ij ntspr;rkpl;Lf; fhl;baJ. 
tyJfz; GUtj;jpy; xU rpwpa nts;isj; jOk;G ,Ue;jJ. 
mtd; fl;bapUe;j il> rl;ilNahL ,izf;fg;gl;bUe;j 
gpd;dhdJ  xU nghpa ituj;ijj; jhq;fpapUe;jJ.  

"Twenty years ago to–night," said the man, "I 

dined here at Big Joe Brady's with Jimmy 

Wells, my best chum, and the finest chap in the 

world. He and I were raised here in New York, 

just like two brothers, together. I was eighteen 

and Jimmy was twenty. The next morning I 

was to start for the West to make my fortune. 

You couldn't have dragged Jimmy out of New 

York; he thought it was the only place on earth. 

Well, we agreed that night that we would meet 

here again exactly twenty years from that date 

and time, no matter what our conditions might 

be or from what distance we might have to 

come. We figured that in twenty years each of 

us ought to have our destiny worked out and 

our fortunes made, whatever they were going 

to be." 

“,UgJ tUlq;fSf;F Kd;dhy; ,Nj ,utpy;” me;j 
kdpjd; nrhd;dhd; “ehd; ,q;Nf ,e;j gpf; N[h gpuhb]; 
cztfj;jpy; vd; MUapu; ez;gDk; ,t;TyfpNyNa 
kpfr;rpwe;j ey;y ,isQDkhd [pk;kpAld; 
cztUe;jpf;nfhz;bUe;Njd;. mtDk; ehDk; ,q;Nf 
,uz;L rNfhjuu;fisg;Nghy epA+ahu;f;fpy; tsu;e;jtu;fs;. 
vdf;F 18 taJ [pk;kpf;F 20 taJ. mLj;j ehs; fhiy 
nry;tk; Nru;g;gjw;fhf Nkw;Fg; gFjpf;F nry;y ,Ue;Njd;. 
Mdhy; ePq;fs; [pk;kpia epA+ahu;f;fpypUe;J gpupf;f 
KbahJ. cyfpNyNa mJ (epA+ahu;f;) xd;Wjhd; 
,Ug;gjhf mtd; epidj;Jf; nfhz;bUf;fpwhd;. ey;yJ> 
ehq;fs; me;j ,uT xU xg;ge;jk; nra;Jnfhz;Nlhk;. 
rupahf ,UgJ Mz;Lfs; fopj;J mNj Njjpapy; mNj 
Neuj;jpy; ehq;fs; ve;j epiyapy; ,Ue;jhYk; vt;tsT 
J}uj;jpy; ,Ue;jhYk; ,q;Nf te;J Nru Ntz;Lk; vd;W 
KbT nra;Njhk;.  vq;fSila jiytpjp fz;bg;ghf 
,UgJ tUlq;fspy; rhpahfptpLk;> nry;tq;fs; 
Nru;j;JtpLNthk; vd;d ele;jhYk; guthapy;iy.” 

"It sounds pretty interesting," said the 

policeman. "Rather a long time between 

meets, though, it seems to me. Haven't you 

heard from your friend since you left?" 

“,J kpfTk; Mu;tj;ij J}z;lf;$bajhf ,Uf;fpwNj” 
vd;whu; fhtyu;. “cq;fs; re;jpg;GfSf;fpilNa kpf ePz;l 
,ilntsp vd;wNghJk; Rthurpakhd tprakhfNt vdf;Fj; 
Njhd;WfpwJ. ePq;fs;  gphpe;J nrd;wjpypUe;J cq;fs; 
ez;gidg; gw;wp VNjDk; Nfs;tpg;gl;Bu;fsh?” 

"Well, yes, for a time we corresponded," said 

the other. "But after a year or two we lost 

track of each other. You see, the West is a 

pretty big proposition, and I kept hustling 

around over it pretty lively.  

 

“ey;yJ. Mk;> xU Kiw ehq;fs; njhlh;G nfhz;Nlhk;” 
mtd; $wpdhd; “Mdhy; XupU tUlq;fSf;Fg; gpwF 
vq;fSf;F ,ilNa njhlu;G ,y;yhky; Ngha;tpl;lJ. 
cq;fSf;F njupahjjy;y. Nkw;F vd;gJ xU mofhd 
ngupa nry;tk;nfhopf;Fk; gFjp. ehd; mjd; mofpy; 
ftu;r;rpapy; %o;fp Rw;wpr;Rw;wp te;Njd;.  
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But I know Jimmy will meet me here if he's 

alive, for he always was the truest, staunchest 

old chap in the world. He'll never forget. I 

came a thousand miles to stand in this door 

to– night, and it's worth it if my old partner 

turns up." 

Mdhy; vdf;Fj; njupAk; [pk;kp capNuhL ,Ue;jhy; 
epr;rakhf mtd; te;J vd;idr; re;jpg;ghd;. mtd; 
cyfpNyNa cz;ikahdtd; cWjpahdtd;. gioa 
ez;gd;. mtd; xUNghJk; kwf;fkhl;lhd;. ehd; Mapuk; 
iky;fs; fle;J ,q;Nf te;J ,e;j thrypy; epw;fpNwd;. 
vdJ gioa ez;gd; ,q;F tUthdhdhy; ehd; vLj;j 
Kaw;rpf;F gyd; cz;L.” 

The waiting man pulled out a handsome 

watch, the lids of it set with small diamonds. 

“Three minutes to ten, ”he announced. "It 

was exactly ten o'clock when we parted here 

at the restaurant door." 

"Did pretty well out West, didn't you?" asked 

the policeman. 

fhj;jpUe;jtd; ,g;NghJ xU mofhd rpWrpW ituq;fs; 
gjpf;fg;gl;l if fbfhuj;ij ntspNa vLj;J “gj;J 
kzpf;F ,d;Dk; %d;W epkplq;fNs cs;sd” vd 
mwptpj;jhd;. “ehq;fs; rupahf gj;J kzpf;F me;j czT 
tpLjpapd; fjtpd; mUfpypUe;Jjhd; gpupe;J nrd;Nwhk;.” 
fhtyu; “Nkw;fpy; ePq;fs; nropg;ghf ,Ue;jPu;fs; ,y;iyah?” 
vdf; Nfl;lhu;. 

"You bet! I hope Jimmy has done half as 

well. He was a kind of plodder, though, 

good fellow as he was. I've had to compete 

with some of the sharpest wits going to get 

my pile. A man gets in a groove in New 

York. It takes the West to put a razor–edge 

on him." 

“ePq;fs; ge;jak; fl;lyhk;! ehd; epidf;fpNwd; [pk;kp 
vd;dpy; ghjpasTf;Fjhd; rk;ghjpj;jpUg;ghd;. mtd; 
ey;tdhf ,Ue;jhYk; xU tifapy; Nrhk;Ngwp. vd;Dila 
mjpfg;gbahd gzj;ij(nry;tj;ij) miltjw;F rpy 
El;gkhd mwpTld; ehd; Nghl;bapl;bUf;fpNwd;.  
epA+ahh;f;fpy; ,Ug;gJ xU kdpjh; Fifapy; ,Ug;gJNghy. 
Mdhy; Nkw;fpy; trpf;f Gj;jpf;$u;ik Ntz;Lk;. 

The policeman twirled his club and took a step 

or two. "I'll be on my way. Hope your friend 

comes around all right. Going to call time on 

him sharp?" 

"I should say not!" said the other. "I'll give him 

half an hour at least. If Jimmy is alive on earth 

he'll be here by that time. So long, officer." 

"Good–night, sir," said the policeman, passing 

on along his beat, trying doors as he went. 

fhtyh; fk;igr; Row;wpdhh;. NkYk; xd;wpuz;L mbfs; 
ele;jhh;. “ehd; nry;yNtz;bapUf;fpwJ. cq;fsJ ez;gd; 
epr;rak; tUthd;. mtu; rupahd Neuj;Jf;F tuhtpl;lhy; 
nrd;W tpLtPu;fsh?” fhj;jpUe;jtd; nrhd;dhd; “ehd; 
mg;gbr; nra;akhl;Nld;. mtDf;Ff; Fiwe;jgl;rk; miu 
kzp Neuk; mtfhrk; nfhLg;Ngd;. [pk;kp ,e;j G+kpapy; 
capUld; ,Ue;jhy; mtd; me;j Neuj;jpw;Fs; te;JtpLthd;. 
mtidg; ghu;j;J nuhk;g ehshfptpl;lJ Iah” fhtyu; 
jdf;Nf cupa NghyP]; eilapy; nrd;Wnfhz;Nl “,uT 
tzf;fk; Iah” nrhd;dhu;. NghFk;NghJ xt;nthU 
fjitAk; Nehl;lkpl;Lf; nfhz;Nl nrd;whu;. 

There was now a fine, cold drizzle falling, and 

the wind had risen from its uncertain puffs into 

a steady blow. The few foot passengers astir in 

that quarter hurried dismally and silently along 

with coat collars turned high and pocketed 

hands. And in the door of the hardware store the 

man who had come a thousand miles to fill an 

appointment, uncertain almost to absurdity, 

with the friend of his youth, smoked his cigar 

and waited. 

mq;Nf ,g;nghOJ> Fspuhd gdp nga;Jnfhz;Lk;> fhw;W rw;W 
Ntfkhf tPrp rw;W gaKWj;jpagpwF rw;W nkJthf 
,jkhdjhf tPrj; njhlq;fpaJ. rpy eilgazpfs; me;j 
Neuj;jpy; rw;W fytukhfp jhq;fs; mzpe;jpUe;j Nfhl;bd; 
fhyu; gFjpia cau;j;jp jiyapy; khl;bf;nfhz;L iffis 
fhy;rl;il ghf;nfl;Lf;Fs; itj;Jf;nfhz;L rw;W Ntfkhf 
,aq;fj;njhlq;fpdu;. me;j ,Uk;G [hkhd; filapd; fjT 
mUNf Mapuk; iky;fisf; fle;J jd; ez;gid re;jpf;f 
te;jtd; mJ epr;rakpy;yhjjhy; jd; ,sikf;fhy 
ez;gd;kPJ rw;W Nfhgj;Jld; jd;Dila RUl;ilg; 
Gifj;Jf;nfhz;L fhj;jpUe;jhd;. 

About twenty minutes he waited, and then a 

tall man in a long overcoat, with collar turned 

up to his ears, hurried across from the 

opposite side of the street. He went directly 

to the waiting man. 

"Is that you, Bob?" he asked, doubtfully. 

"Is that you, Jimmy Wells?" cried the man in 

the door. 

 ,UgJ epkplq;fshf mtd; fhj;jpUe;j gpwF> xU 
caukhd kdpjd; ePskhd Nkyhilapy;> mtUila 
Nkyhilapd; fhyu; gFjpia jiyf;F cau;j;jp fhJfisAk; 
%bathW mj;njUtpd; vjpu;GwkpUe;J Ntfkhf te;jhd;. 
te;jtd; Neuhf fhj;jpUe;jtdplk; nrd;whd;. 

“eP ‘ghg;’jhNd?” re;Njfj;Jld; mtd; Nfl;lhd;. 

“eP [pk;kp nty;];jhNd” thrypy; epd;wpUe;jtd; fj;jpdhd;. 
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"Bless my heart!" exclaimed the new arrival, 

grasping both the other's hands with his own. 

"It's Bob, sure as fate. I was certain I'd find 

you here if you were still in existence. Well, 

well, well!—twenty years is a long time. The 

old restaurant's gone, Bob; I wish it had lasted, 

so we could have had another dinner there. 

How has the West treated you, old man?" 

“vd; ,jak; Mrpu;tjpf;fg;gl;lJ.” Gjpjhf te;jtd; 
Mr;ru;ag;gl;lhd;. mtu;fs; xUtu; kw;wtuJ iffis 
gpbj;Jf;nfhz;lhu;fs;. “ghg; ekJ tpjp ed;whf ,Uf;fpwJ. eP 
capNuhL ,Ue;jhy; ehd; cd;id ,q;F ghu;g;Ngd; vd;W 
cWjpahf ek;gpapUe;Njd;. ey;yJ ey;yJ ey;yJ. ,UgJ 
Mz;Lfs; vd;gJ kpf ePz;l fhyk;. me;j gioa nu];lhnuz;l; 
Ngha;tpl;lJ ghg;. mJ ,Ue;jpUe;jpUf;f Ntz;Lk;. mq;Nf ehk; 
,d;ndhU tpUe;J rhg;gpl;bUf;fyhk;. Nkw;F vg;gb ,Ue;jJ. mJ 
cd;id vg;gb ftdpj;Jf; nfhz;lJ> fpoth?” 

"Bully; it has given me everything I asked it 

for. You've changed lots, Jimmy. I never 

thought you were so tall by two or three 

inches." 

“KulNd! mJ ehd; Nfl;l vy;yhtw;iwAk; je;jJ. ePjhd; 
nuhk;g khwptpl;lha; [pk;kp. eP ,uz;L %d;W mq;Fyk; 
$Ljyhfp nuhk;g caukhf ,Ug;gha; vd;W xUNghJk; 
epidf;f tpy;iy.” 

"Oh, I grew a bit after I was twenty." 

"Doing well in New York, Jimmy?" 

"Moderately. I have a position in one of the 

city departments. Come on, Bob; we'll go 

around to a place I know of, and have a good 

long talk about old times." 

“X! ehd; ,UgJ tajpw;Fg; gpwF nfhQ;rk; caukhf 
tsh;e;Jtpl;Nld;”    “epA+ahh;f; ed;whf ,Uf;fpwjh [pk;kp?” 
“Rkhuhf (kpjkhf) ,Uf;fpwJ. ehd; khefuhl;rpapd; xU 
Jiwapy; xU Ntiyapy; ,Uf;fpNwd;. th ghg;> vdf;Fj; 
njupe;j Xuplj;Jf;F ehk; NghNthk;. ekJ gioa fhyj;ijg; 
gw;wp kpf ePz;l Neuk; NgrNtz;Lk;.” 

The two men started up the street, arm in arm. 

The man from the West, his egotism enlarged 

by success, was beginning to outline the 

history of his career. The other, submerged in 

his overcoat, listened with interest. 

,UtUk; xUtUf;nfhUth; iffis Nru;j;Jg; gpbj;jgb 
njUtpy; ,wq;fp elf;fj; njhlq;fpdhh;fs;. Nkw;fpypUe;J 
te;jtd; tho;tpy; ntw;wpngw;w kkijapy; ,Ue;jjhy; 
tho;f;if tuyhw;iw tptupf;fj; njhlq;fpdhd;. kw;wtd; 
jd;Dila Nkw;rl;ilfhyiu rw;W ,wf;fp tpl;Lf;nfhz;L 
Mu;tj;Jld; ftdpf;fj; njhlq;fpdhd;.  

At the corner stood a drug store, brilliant 

with electric lights. When they came into this 

glare each of them turned simultaneously to 

gaze upon the other's face. The man from the 

West stopped suddenly and released his arm. 

me;jj; njU Kidapy; kpd;rhu tpsf;Ffshy; 
myq;fupf;fg;gl;l xU kUe;Jf;fil ,Ue;jJ. mtu;fs; 
mq;Nf te;jNghJ xNu Neuj;jpy; xUtiu xUtu; Kfj;ijf; 
$u;e;J ftdpj;jhu;fs;. Nkw;fpypUe;J te;jtd; jd; ifia 
tpLtpj;Jf;nfhz;L mg;gbNa epd;whd;. 

"You're not Jimmy Wells," he snapped. 

"Twenty years is a long time, but not long 

enough to change a man's nose from a 

Roman to a pug." 

"It sometimes changes a good man into a bad 

one”, said the tall man. "You've been under 

arrest for ten minutes, 'Silky' Bob. Chicago 

thinks you may have dropped over our way and 

wires us she wants to have a chat with you. 

Going quietly, are you? That's sensible. Now, 

before we go on to the station here's a note I 

was asked to hand you. You may read it here at 

the window. It's from Patrolman Wells." 

The man from the West unfolded the little 

piece of paper handed to him. His hand was 

steady when he began to read, but it trembled 

a little by the time he had finished. The note 

was rather short. 

“eP [pk;kp nty;]; ,y;iy” mtd; ntl;bg; Ngrpdhd;. 
“,UgJ Mz;Lfs; vd;gJ kpf ePz;l fhyk;jhd;> Mdhy; xU 
kdpjdpd; %f;if Nuhkhdpa Fj;Jr;rz;il tPudhy; khw;wptplf; 
$ba msTf;F mJ ePz;l fhyk; my;y”  
“Mdhy; mJ xU ey;y kdpjid nfl;l kdpjdhf khw;wp tpl 
KbAk;” me;j caukhd kdpjd; nrhd;dhd; “eP gj;J 
epkplq;fSf;F Kd;dNu ifJ nra;ag;gl;Ltpl;lha;> ‘rpy;f;fp 
ghg’;. eP vq;fs; iffspypUe;J jg;gpr; nrd;Wtplf; $lhJ vd;W 
rpfhf;Nfh(fhty;Jiw) nra;jp mDg;gpapUf;fpwJ. mJ 
cd;Dld; Ngr tpUk;GfpwJ. mikjpahfg; Nghfyhk;> 
,y;iyah? mJ moF! ehk; fhty; epiyak; nry;Yk; Kd; 
cd;dplk; nfhLf;f Nfl;Lf;nfhs;sg;gl;l Fwpg;G xd;W ,Njh 
,Uf;fpwJ. mij rd;dNyhuk; nrd;W gbf;fyhk;. mJ 
Nuhe;Jg;gil tPuu; Nty;]; mtu;fsplkpUe;J te;jJ.” 
Nkw;fpypUe;J te;jtd; jd;dplk; nfhLf;fg;gl;l Jz;Lj; jhis 
tpupj;jhd;. mtd; mijg;gbf;fj; Jtq;fpaNghJ mtDila 
iffs; cWjpahfj;jhd; ,Ue;jJ. mij gbj;J Kbj;jJk; 
iffs; eLq;fpd. me;jf; Fwpg;G kpfTk; RUf;fkhfNt ,Ue;jJ. 

"Bob: I was at the appointed place on time. 

When you struck the match to light your 

cigar I saw it was the face of the man wanted 

in Chicago. Somehow I couldn't do it myself, 

so I went around and got a plain clothes man 

to do the job.                              -JIMMY." 

“ghg;> ehd; jpl;lkpl;l ,lj;Jf;F rupahd Neuj;jpy;jhd; te;Njd;. 
eP RUl;L gw;witf;f jPf;Fr;rpia curpaNghJ mq;Nf ehd; 
rpf;fhf;Nfhtpy; Njlg;gLk; Fw;wthspiag; ghu;j;Njd;. ,Ug;gpDk; 
cd;id ‘ehd;’ ifJ nra;a Kbahjy;yth! mjdhy;jhd; ehd; 
nrd;Wtpl;L rhjhuz cilazpe;j fhtyiu cd;id ifJ 
nra;a mDg;gpNdd;                  - ,g;gbf;F [pk;kp” 
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About the Author 

O.Henry(1862–1910) is a popular 

American short-story writer whose original name 

is William Sydney Porter. His works 

romanticized the life of ordinary people in New 

York City. His stories are well-known throughout 

the world. They expressed the effect of 

coincidence on character and often had 

unexpected twists in the end. His stories are also 

noted for their witticism and clever wordplay. O. 

Henry’s prolific writing period began in 1902 in 

New York City, where he wrote 381 short stories. 

He wrote one story a week for The New York 

World Sunday Magazine for over a year. 

O.Henry’s short story ‘After TwentyYears’ 

was first published in the Sunday edition of the New 

York World in 1905. The story was included in the 

1906 anthology The Four Million, and it has since 

been re-published in many short story collections. A 

few of his other popular short stories are The Gift of 

the Magi, The Cop and the Anthem, The Ransom 

of Red Chief, A Retrieved Reformation and The 

Third Ingredient. 

vOj;jhsiug; gw;wp….. 
X.n`d;wp (1862-1910) xU gpugy mnkupf;fr; rpWfij vOj;jhsu;. 
,tUila ,aw;ngau; tpy;ypak; ]pl;dp Nghu;l;lu;. ,tUila 
fijfs; nghJthf epA+ahu;f; efuj;jpd; rhjhuz Fbkf;fisr; 
Rw;wpNa gpd;dg;gl;bUf;Fk;. ,tuJ fijfs; cyfk; KOtJk; 
gpugykhdit. ,tUila fijAk; fijkhe;ju;fSk;  nghUj;jp 
tUtJNghy fij mike;jpUf;Fk;. Kbtpy; ahUk; vjpu;ghuhj xU 
jpUg;gk; tUk;. mtUila fijfspy; cs;s eifr;RitAk;> 
Gj;jprhypj;jdkhd thu;j;ij tu;zidfSk; kpfTk; Ngrg;gLgit. 
,tUila jPtpukhd vOj;Jf; fhyk; epA+ahu;f; efupy; 1902y; 
njhlq;FfpwJ. mtu; 381 rpWfijfis vOjpAs;shu;. ‘jp epA+ahu;f; 
Ntu;y;l;’  vd;w QhapW thu ,jopy; thuj;jpw;F xU fij tPjk; 
,tuJ fijfs; xU tUlj;jpw;Fk; Nkyhf ntspte;J 
nfhz;bUe;jJ. 
X n`d;wpapd; rpWfijahd ‘M/g;lu; Lntz;b ,au;];’  jp 
epA+ahu;f; Ntu;y;l; ,jopy; 1905y; Kjy; Kjypy; ntspaplg;gl;lJ. 
,e;jf;fij 1906y; ‘jp /Nghu; kpyd;’ vd;w ngaupy; fijj; 
njhFg;gpy; Nru;f;fg;gl;L ntspaplg;gl;lJ. mJ Kjy; Vuhskhd 
fijj; njhFg;GfNshL ,ize;J ,f;fij kWgjpg;G 
nra;ag;gLfpwJ. jp fp/g;l; M/g jp Nkfp> jp Nfhg; md;l; jp 
Md;j;jk;> jp Nud;rk; M/g; jp nul; rP/g;> v nul;uPt;L uPgu;Nk\d; 
kw;Wk; jp Nju;l; ,d;fpupbad;l; Nghd;wit ,tUila gpugykhd 
rpWfijfspy; rpy. 
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SUMMARY:  (Useful for all paragraph Questions) 

 "After Twenty Years" tells the story of two friends.  

 Bob and Jimmy were friends.  Before Bob left to try his luck in the West, he and Jimmy made a pact 

to meet again exactly twenty years later. 

 At the appointed time, Bob waited outside a hardware store. A policeman walked up and asked what 

he was doing. Bob explained about their pact and waited for Jimmy wells. 

 Later a tall man in plain clothes came to meet Bob. Bob thought him Jimmy Wells.  

 Later Bob identified that the man he is talking to is not his friend. 

 Actually, Bob learnt that the police officer whom he met earlier was Jimmy, his old friend. 

 Since Bob was a criminal wanted by the police, Jimmy Wells did not want to arrest his intimate friend. 

 So Jimmy wells has sent another police officer to do the work. 

 Jimmy wells was duty-conscious.  For him duty was  more important than friendship. 

 

1. Answer the following questions in a sentence or two each, based on your understanding of the story. 

a) Describe the appearance of the policeman on the beat. 

  The policeman moved up the street of his duty in a very impressive manner. He had alert eyes and 

strong figure with a proud manner. It made him a fine picture of a guardian of peace. He also kept 

spinning his stick while doing his duty. 
 

b) What did he keep doing while on his rounds? 

He kept spinning his stick with many intricate and artful movements while doing his duty. 
 

c) Why were the streets devoid of people? 

The time was 10 o’ clock at night, There was chilly gusts of wind and it was likely to rain.  So 

the streets were devoid of people. 
 

d) What story did the man standing near the hardware store tell his passing cop? 

The man standing near the hardware store told about the peculiar appointment with his friend 

that had made twenty years back in that venue his passing cop. 
 

e) What used to be there in the place of that shop twenty years ago? 

Big Joe’ Brady’s restaurant was there in the place of that hardware shop twenty years ago. 
 

f) Describe the man awaiting the arrival of his friend. 

The man had a pale, square-jawed face with keen eyes.  There was a little white scar near his 

right eyebrow.  
  

g) Why did the friends part ways? 

The friends parted ways to seek their fortune.  
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h) When and how did Bob realize that the tall man was not his friend? 

When Bob and his friend Jimmy Wells came near a drug store and they came into this glare to gaze upon 

the other’s face.  He identified that the tall man was not his friend by the appearance of his nose. 
 

i) Who was the tall man? 

The tall man was another cop sent by his friend Patrolman Jimmy Wells. 
 

j) What did he give Bob? 

He gave Bob a note from Patrolman Wells. 
 

 Additional Questions 

k. Describe the scene in the beginning of the story. 
A policeman can be seen on duty in an area. He is on foot patrol. It is 10 p.m. The cold wind is 

blowing. The area seems deserted.  
 

 l.  Was the place a business center only? 
Yes, the place was a business center. The author has mentioned a cigar store and an all-night 

lunch counter.  
 

  m. What kind of characters does the story "After Twenty Years" have? 
    There are three characters in the story "After Twenty Years".  

 One is Bob who is a true and sincere friend. He want to fulfill his promise at any cost.  

 His friend Jimmy is dutiful and honest person. He gives preference to duty over friendship.  

 The third character who comes to arrest Bob is also a police officer.  
 

 n.  What is the most significant happening in the story to be analyzed? 
The most significant happening in the story is when Jimmy Wells sends a police officer in plain 

clothes to arrest Bob.  
  

 o.  What is the climax of the story “After Twenty Years”? 

  Bob identifies that the man he is talking to is not his friend. Actually, the man is a police officer 

in plain clothes. He gives Bob a letter from Jimmy. Bob learns from the letter that the police 

officer whom he met earlier was Jimmy, his old friend. 
 

 p.  How would you describe Jimmy and Bob's personalities in the story? 

        Jimmy and Bob are close friends. Jimmy is an honest police officer. When he comes to know that 

his friend is a criminal, he does not have the courage to arrest him himself. He sends another 

policeman to arrest Bob. For him duty is more important than friendship. As far as Bob is 

concerned, he is a true friend. He want to fulfill his promise at any cost.  
 

 q.  The ending of "After Twenty Years" fill the reader with poignancy, (Strong effect of 

feeling -sad) making the story effective. Discuss? 

       The reader expects that Bob and Jimmy Wells, the two close friends, would meet each other after 

long separation. They would share their experiences of the past twenty years. But instead, the 

ending of the story fills the reader with poignancy when one of the friends is arrested by police. 

In spite of the tragic end, the author makes the story very effective. Bob is not arrested by Jimmy 

Wells directly. Jimmy sends another police officer to arrest Bob. 
 

 r.  How does the writer prepare for the end of the story? 

        The writer prepares for the end of the story contrary to the expectations of the readers. The story 

begins very interestingly. Two close friends Bob and Jimmy meet each other after twenty years. 

Bob does not recognize Jimmy in the police uniform. After Jimmy's departure, another police 

officer in plain clothes comes whom Bob considers to be his Jimmy. The police officer arrests 

Bob because he is wanted in Chicago. 
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2. State whether the following statements are true or false 

a) The cop suddenly slowed his walk, when he heard the barking of dogs. 

b) The friends grew up together in the city of New York. 

c) Both Jimmy and Bob were of the same age. 

d) The friends parted one night after watching a movie together. 

e) The friends could not keep in touch because they lost each other’s phone numbers. 

f) Bob wanted to stay for half an hour more than the appointed time. 

g) Jimmy grew a little taller after he was twenty. 

h) Bob realised that the tall man was not Jimmy Wells from the shape of his nose. 
 

  a) False  b) True    c) False    d) False     e) False      f) True     g) True     h) True 
 

3. What does each of the following mean in the story? Choose the right option. 

a) on the beat: 

  i) moving around hitting every one with a stick    ii) on duty walking around the assigned area 

  iii) marching with his heart beating fast 

b) a guardian of peace: 

  i) a watchman    ii) a holy man.   iii) a policeman 

c) arm in arm: 

  i) with arms linked together  ii) with weapons in hands iii) with handcuffs on wrists 

d) plainclothes man: 

  i) a man who wears simple clothes for grand occasions  

  ii) a policeman in civilian clothes while on duty iii) a cine artist in ordinary costumes 
 

4. Answer the following questions in three or four sentences each. 

a) What did Bob share with the cop about their friendship? 

 Bob shared with the policeman his strange appointment made twenty years ago.  He also shared 

the details of their childhood days and how they were raised in New York.   
 

b) What are the strengths and weaknesses of Jimmy Wells from Bob’s point of view? 

 Strengths:  Jimmy Wells is very shrewd.  He has sharp memory.  He can recognize his friend as 

soon as he sees his face in the cigar light.  He is duty bound. 

 Weakness:  He is very cordial and soft natured person.  Though his friend is a criminal wanted in 

Chicago, he could not arrest him.  Hence he sent another cop to do the duty. 
 

c) Was Bob hopeful of his friend’s arrival?  How do you know? 

 Yes, Bob was hopeful of his friend’s arrival.  The lines “I’ll give him half an hour at least. If Jimmy 

is alive on earth he’ll be here by that time” reveal his hopefulness of his friend’s arrival. 
 

d) How did the cop come to understand that Bob had been successful in the West? 

 Bob pulled out a handsome watch having the lid set with small diamonds. Then the patrolman came 

to know that Bob had been doing well. 
 

e) Bob’s life in the West is not a bed of roses.  Give reasons. 

 Bob had to compete with some of the intelligent people going to get his pile.  He has to manage 

with the police for the crimes he had committed.  He lived with stress and fear that he might be 

arrested at anytime by the police of West. 
 

f) Why didn’t Jimmy Wells, being a cop himself, arrest Bob? 

Jimmy Wells is very cordial with everyone, especially with Bob.  He has no willingness and guts 

to arrest his most intimate friend.  Hence he could not arrest Bob. 
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g) Who do you think has been successful between the two?  Give reasons. 

 I think Patrolman Wells has been successful between the two.  He has done his duty.  He knows 

his responsibilities.  Being a sincere friend he is not able to arrest his most intimate friend.  He 

sent another cop in plain clothes to do the work. 
 

5. Answer the following questions in a paragraph of about 150 words each. 

a) Compare and contrast the characters of Jimmy Wells and Bob with suitable references 

from the story to support your view. 

Topic:  After Twenty Years 

Author:  O. Henry 

Genre:  Short Story 

Theme:  Duty Vs Friendship 
 

“After Twenty years” by O. Henry is an interesting story with a twist at the end. A 38-year old 

Bob is waiting at the door of a hardware store in New York to meet his friend Jimmy wells. A 

policeman is on patrol duty. He asks Bob why he is standing there. Bob tells the cop that he (Bob) 

is waiting to meet his friend Jimmy Wells. He says that they make a promise to meet at the same 

place at the same time on the same date after twenty years, before parting.  Bob tells the policeman 

that he (Bob) has kept his promise. Bob is sure that Jimmy Wells will surely come and meet him. 

After listening to the story, the cop walks away. Twenty minutes later, a tall man in plain clothes 

comes to meet Bob. Bob thinks him Jimmy Wells. Later Bob identifies that the man he is talking 

to is not his friend. Actually, the man is a police officer in plain clothes. He gives Bob a letter 

from Jimmy. Bob learns from the letter that the police officer whom he met earlier was Jimmy, 

his old friend. Since Bob is a criminal wanted by the Police, Jimmy Wells does not want to arrest 

his intimate friend. So he has sent another police officer to do the work.  

Here Bob is a criminal. But he is a true friend. He wants to fulfill his promise at any cost. On 

the other hand, his friend Jimmy Wells is an honest police officer. When he comes to know that 

his friend is a criminal, he does not want to arrest him himself. He has sent another policeman to 

arrest Bob. For him duty is more important than friendship. 
 

 b) ‘Means should justify the end’ explain this adage with reference to O. Henry’s story. 

 “Means should justify the end” is a well-known proverb. means = method, end=aim. Your aim 

should be noble, and at the same time the method should also be honest. The aim of a short story 

is to give aesthetic pleasure to the readers. There should be just two or three characters and the 

narrative should be brief. Now in the short story “After Twenty years” O. Henry employs only 

three characters. Two friends agree to meet after 20 years. When they meet one of them is a 

criminal and the other is a police officer. The police officer is duty-conscious and sends another 

police officer to arrest his friend. Thus the story has a surprise ending; it gives pleasure to the 

reader. So the shore story justifies the statement. 

“Means should justify the end” 
 

c)  “Tell me who your friends are and I shall tell you who you are”.  How do you explain this 

statement in the light of Jimmy’s and Bob’s friendship? 

“Tell me who your friends are, and I shall you who you are”---is common statement. If somebody 

has bad friends then he (she) is a bad person. If somebody has good friends, he is a good person. 

But this statement and may twisted. sometimes 

A non-vegetarian and a vegetarian may be good friends!! 

The short story “After Twenty Years” disproves the proverbial statement of the friends, one is a 

criminal and the other is a police officer. But the title is meaningful ----“After Twenty Years” 

They were good friends twenty years ago. But time has changed their characters.  
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 d) To your shock, you find out that your close friend is indulging in some wrong activity.  Will 

you avoid him/her or to correct him / her?  Give reasons for your answer.  

       If I find my close friend indulges in some wrong activity, I shall definitely correct him.  It is 

my moral duty.  I am bound to do.  If any harm is done we should not ignore it.  When my close 

friend does any wrong activity I can’t bear it.  For instance let us take my friend smokes and 

consumes liquor.  First of all I don’t advise him.   For advise is a hatred form to any one, I shall 

give him live examples from the people who are affected worst. I should make him understand that 

other people are also affected by his act.  It is my duty. Thus I will try to wear him of the bad habit. 
 

 e)  What would you do in this situation if you were Jimmy Wells? Substantiate your reason. 

If I were Jimmy Wells I would not send plain clothes cop to arrest Bob.  Instead I would arrest 

him on the spot as soon as I knew that he was the criminal wanted in Chicago.  My policy is duty first 

and friendship next.  I stick to my principle even if I face any hurdles.  I shall try to be sincere till the 

dooms day. For, while I go away and try to find another police officer, Bob may become tired of waiting 

and he may go away. Therefore as soon as Bob lights up his cigar and I identify him as a notorious 

criminal in New York. I would arrest him before he could have any chance of escaping. 
 

ADDITIONAL PARAGRAPHS: 

 f.  What is the moral of the story? 

The short story “After Twenty years” portrays two different characters.  Bob is a criminal; 

he has earned a lot of money. But he has no home, no peace of mind. He is always by the fear that 

he may be arrested by the police any time. On the other hand, his friend Jimmy Wells is a police 

officer. He is honest, simple and duty-conscious. Though the two men were friends in their 

boyhood, now Jimmy Wells sends another police officer and gets Bob arrested. 

The moral of the story: Duty is more important than friendship. 

 

 g.  Who is Jimmy Wells? (OR) Sketch the character of Jimmy Wells. 

Jimmy wells is a police officer in New York. On a dull cold evening he is doing his duty. He 

walks with a straight looking face and steady steps. As he nears the door of a hardware store, he 

meets a man. That man is Bob who tells Jimmy Wells about the promise of meeting here made 

between himself and his friend twenty years ago. Now Jimmy Wells is the friend. When Bob lights 

up his cigar, Jimmy realizes that Bob is notorious criminal and he is wanted by the police. Jimmy 

could have arrested Bob on the spot. But Jimmy recalls their early friendship and therefore sends 

another police officer to arrest Bob. 

Thus Jimmy Wells is duty-conscious. He places duty above friendship. 
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